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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and * in 


Parliament aſſembled. 


The SEVENTEENTH REPORT of the 
Commiſſioners appointed to enquire into the State 
and Condition of the WO ODS, FOREST 6. 
and LAND REVENUES of the CROWN, 
and to ſell or alienate F ee Farm and other Unim- 
proveable RENT 8 


7 E have, in our former Reports, propoſed Plans for the Improvement of the 
Foreſts, and other Landed Eſtates of the Crown; but an important, and 
not the leaſt difficult, Part of our Duty remains, namely, to propoſe ſuch a Syſtem of 
Management as may be expected to preſerve the Improvements when made ; to deviſe 
Regulations which will prevent a Return of the Miſchiefs which have prevailed ; 
and ſuch Checks on the Conduct of the Officers to be employed, as may eitectually 
guard againſt Delinquency in thoſe who may be placed in ſubordinate Situations, and 
ſecure the Continuance of Attention and Care in thoſe who may be entruſted with 
the general Superintendance. 


Senſible of the Difficulty which we ſhould find in the Performance of this Part 
of our Duty, we have poſtponed our Report upon it till our Enquiries were cloſed, 
that we might receive the Aid of all the Information which it was in our Power to 
obtain; and we now enter upon it with real Ditfidence. 


In our Reports on the ſeveral Foreſts, we have deſcribed the Management, and 
pointed out the prevailing Abuſes; and we have propoſed ſuch Alterations in the 
Eſtabliſhment of local and reſident Officers, and in the Mode of paying them, as = 


pear ed 


12th Report. 
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. fo us to be neceſſary to pave the Way to the Improvement of each Foreſt, 
The Otlice which has the general Superintendance and Care of the Woods and Fo- 
reſts did not naturally come to be fully conſidered in the Report on any one Foreſt, 


but only ſo much of the Buſineſs of it as related to the particular Foreſt which was 


the Subject of ſuch Report. It, therefore, now becomes neceſſary to bring what re- 
lates to that Office into One View; and. in. doing this it is obvious that it will be 
impoſſible to avoid the Mention of ſome Things which have been before noticed. 
But in what relates to the Management of the Crown Lands, having made One Gene- 
ral Report, in which we have given an Account of the ſuperintending Office in that 
Department, and pointed out the Defects, and the Tendency, of the Syſtem followed, 
we ſhall here take Notice only of fuch Circumftances in the Management as may 
ſeem to require farther Explanation, and of ſuch of the ſubordinate Offices in that 
ee as, in our humble Opinion, may. be diſcontinued. 


With this View we ſhall ſtate, more fully than we have hitherto done, the Forms 


| obſerved in granting Crown Leaſes, and the Expence attending them; adding a very 


brief and general Account of the Mode of collecting the Land Revenue in antient 
Times, and of the Changes which took Place in the Offices appointed for that Pur- 
poſe. This we deem neceſſary, in Addition to what is contained in our former Re- 


ports, before we preſume to ſuggeſt Alterations in Forms of Proceeding, and Modes 


of Collection and Management, which have long prevailed, in order that a Judg- 


ment may more eaſily be formed of the Propriety of the Alterations which we mean 


to propoſe. Oo, | 8 
We hall, in the F Firſt © take N otice of ka relates to the Office 44 ah Sur- 


* General of the Wpods. 


That Officer is confided by Letters Patent under the Great = Surveyor 


General of all His Majeſty's Woods, in Foreſts, Parks, and Chaſes, and on Lands of 
the antient Inheritance of the Crown, on the South of Trent; and by the ſame Pa- 


tent he is appointed to the like Office of Surveyor General of Woods North of Trent. 
Theſe Two Offices, which have been united for many Years paſt, were formerly — 


by different Officers; and a ſeparate Salary is ftill paid for each of them. 


From the Nature and Variety of the Buſineſs tranſacted under the Direction of 


the Surveyor General, it will Go. that this 1s a Truſt of no inconſiderable Im- 


portance. 


The Felling and Delivery of Timber for the Navy, the Direction of all Wood "TW 


and the Receipt and Expenditure .of the Monies ariſing from both ; the building 


and repairing of Lodges and other Edifices, making Incloſures for the Growth of 
Timber, repairing Roads and Fences, and executing all Works whatever, done at the 


Charge of the Crown, in any of the Foreſts, Parks, and Chaſes, and the Payment of 
the Officers in ſeyeral of them, are entruſted to the Surveyor General, and his . 


7 


The Officers in the Department of the Surveyor of the Woods, who were em- 
ployed, at the Commencement of our Commiſſion, in the Management of thoſe Foreſts 
which came under our Examination, were 


The Surveyor General - - = John Pitt, Eſquire. 
His Deputy, reſident in London - Meſlrs. Oliver and James Farrer. 
An Itinerant Deputy - - Andreas Emmerick, Eſquire. 


2 


L'S.1 
And Six Deputies for particular Foreſts ; 
namely, 
For Dean Foreſt - — 


Ney Foreſt - - - 


- » Henry Tombes. 
Aliceholt and Woolmer, and Bere Foreſts - Robert Briant. 
Whittlewood and Salcey Foreſts - Reuben Capes. 
Sherwood Foreſt « « — = George Clarke. 
Waltham Foreſt + -  -< - John Fuller. 


For Whichwood Foreſt there was s not any reſident Deputy, but the Bulincks 1 in it was 


tranſacted by occaſional Aſſiſtants. 


The Office of Surveyor General became vacant very ſoon after our Appointment, 


and continued fo for near a Year. Meſſrs. Oliver and James Farrer, who had for a 
conſiderable Time acted as Deputy in that Office, having been appointed by the 


Lords of the Treaſury to execute the Buſineſs of the Surveyor General during the 
| Vacancy, we neceſſarily referred for Information to them, and to the Deputies in 


the ſeveral Foreſts : From their Examinations, and from numerous — in 
our Poſſeſſion, we give the Particulars we are now to o ſtate, 


| The Salaries, Allowances, and Perquiſte of the Surveyor General of the Woods 
| are as — 5 


ANNUAL PAYMENTS. 


His Patent Fee or Salary, as Surveyor General fe . d. 


1 And for the North of Trent | — _, 30 —_ 
2 - IE | £+100 — — | 3 
Deductions for Fees and Taxes — 3 3. 9 . 


An Allowance for Riding Charges, of 205. you Day, Sondays | 
excepted, being per Annum — 


gig. — 
An AlBowance- for Two Deputies in New Fo- | ? 
_ reſt, at 4s. per Day each, Sundays ex- FL. s. d. 
cepted _ _ — — 125 4— 
The like Allowance for Two Deputies r 
Foreſt — — 125 4 — | 
The like for One Daw is in Sherwood Foreſt 62 12 — | 
ns gag. 
Allowance "a Stationary Wares — _ — 12 15 — 
| | | — — 
L. 
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FEES and PERQUISITES. 


Five per Cent. allowed in his Accounts, on all Navy Timber and Wood 


Sales, and on Monies received by him 1 2 the Land Revenue, or other- 
wiſe. 


Five per Cent. as on all Expeniditutes, for Works, Salaries, or other 
Payments made. by him, and deducted on making ſuch Payments. 


| Five per Cent. retained on Wood Sales by the Deputies in ſome of the Fo- 

treſts; concerning which Meſſrs. Farrer ſay they cannot aſcertain in what 
Inſtances Mr. Pitt received it from them ; but, from the Information of 
the local Deputies, it appears to have been received for the Uſe of the Sur- 
veyor General in the F can of _ New F oreſt, and e and 
Woeolmer.. 


J Two Shillings per Tree, as Ehiy Money. for all Wy Timber felled in New 


3 oreſt, received from the Buyers of the Tops. 
Three Pence per Cord for all Cord Wood in Dean Foreſt. 


ed Old Materials of Buildings or Fences, not fit for farther Uſe, except 1 5 
allowed to local Deputies. 


The Average a0 of the Salary and Perquiſites, Meſſrs. Farrer FR they he. 


lieve was never aſcertained by the late Mr. Pitt. On a Calculation made by them, 
of the Profits for Four or Five Years prior to the Appointment of John Robinſon, _ 
_ Eſquire, in the Year 1787, they ſtate them to have been about C. 2, 300, or C. 2,400 


a Year ; but they believe the Average of what Mr. Pitt received during the whole 
Time he was in Office was not ſo much as J. 2, 300. In this Computation Meſſrs. 
Farrer have not reckoned any Thing for the Poundage on Wood Sales, which they 
could not aſcertain; but which, from the Amount of Wood Sales ſtated in our Re- 

ports on thoſe Foreſts where the Deputies repreſented it to have been received for the 


Surveyor General, we compute to amount, with the Perquiſites for Cord Wood and 
Chip Money, to about J. 157. 12. 3. per Annum. 


The Allowances to the Surveyor General for Deputies, amounting to L. 313 1 


Annum, have not any Reference to the Number actually employed, or the 8 1 — 


1 them: The „ to Deputies by the late Surveyor General were, 


To the Deputy reſident in London — — APA 255 
To One Deputy 1 in New Foreſt — — 50 
One in Dean Foreſt — — — — 50 
One for Aliceholt and Woolmer, and Bere Foreſts — 30 
One for Whittle wood and Salcey Foreſts . —_ — 25 
And One in Sherwood Foreſt — — — 20 

The Deputy in Waltham Foreſt had not any Salary. 
L. 275 


„* — —— 


” — 


The Satary to” the Deputy in New Foreſt was conſtantly allowed in the Ac- 
counts for that Foreſt.—The reſt of thoſe Salaries were I 55 Mr. Pitt; but hav- 


Charge on the Public. 


The 


71 


The bade of „. Mir Deputy was C. 300 per annum. which was paid out 
of Wood Sales. | 


aq 


The perquiſites and 5 of the local Date having been ſtated in gur Re- 
ports on the ſeyeral Foreſts, are not neceſſary to be repeated here ; but ſeveral of 


them being of a very perrſicious Tendency, we ſhall have Occaſion to take Notice 
of * in a fubkequent rt of this hey avg 


From che Actount HT we dave given of the Salaries and IYER of the sur- 


veyor General of the Woods, it mult be obvious that a Mode of Payment could hardly 
have been deviſed more n to the 2 entruſted to his CHE: 


The antient cds bing only . 100 per 8 producing claw no more 1 
L. 66. 185. the Surveyors General have been led to appropriate to their own Uſe 


Salaries originally allowed for the Payment of Deputies ; and inſtead of Two Deputies 


in New Foreſt, and Two in Dean Foreſt, only One is "— in each, and at a dalary 
1 les * One Half of the Stipends allowed. 


The Two Poundages of 5; per Cent. on the Receipt and 5 per Cent. on the Expendi- a 
ture, of all Monies paſſing through his Hands, and the Third Poundage of 5 per 
Cent. on Wood Sales in the principal Foreſts (making 15 per Cent. on a Part of his 
Receipts) the Fees of 2 5: per Tree for the Navy Timber felled in New Foreſt, and 39. 
per Cord (being about 4 per Cent. on the Value) of the Cord Wood in Dean Foreſt, 

with the old Materials upon repairing Buildings or Fences, are ſo many Inducements 
to Profuſion in the Cutting of the Timber and Wood, to Extravagance in the Expence 
of Works done under the Direction of this Ay and'to as re of 1. after 
being runs, 


| There are, Swe Forms and Regnlations i in the Mode of carrying on „r 
Parts of the Buſineſs in this Department, which, doubtleſs, were intended as Checks 
on the Conduct of the Officers ; z but they do not, in feality, afford any cltectual Secu- 
rity againſt * Wy 


Warrants for the felling. of Naval Timber in the Foreſts are commonly preceded by 
an Application from the Commiſſioners of the Navy, to the Lords of the Treafury : 
Reference is then made to the Surveyor General, who refers to his Deputies in the 


Foreſts, to certify what Quantity may be cut; and, on their * of the Quantity, : 
a Warrant is ĩſſued for felling it. 


But the Interference of the Navy fd thoſe Inſtances does not afford cafficient 
Security that the Foreſts ſhall not be injured by Profuſion in the cutting of Timber. 
That Board, having to provide a much greater Quantity of Timber for the Dock Yards 
than the Foreſts can ſupply, 1s always defirous to have as much from them as poſſible ; 
and Examples have not been wanting, even ſince the Commencement of our Enquiries, 
to ſhew the Neceſſity of ſome additional Interpoſition, to prevent the too rapid Pro- 
ceedings of the Foreſt Officers in this Part of their Buſineſs. 


Ona Survey of the Timber in Dean Foreſt, in 787, it was calculated that the Foreſt 
could furniſh about One thouſand Loads of Navy Timber Annually, and not more, in its 
preſent unimproved State, as a permanent Supply. On an Application of the Navy Beard. 
ta the Treaſury, in 1789, for what could be properly ſpared from thence, and a Reference 
to the Surveyor General, a Return of Four thouſand Four hundred and Farty-eight Loads 
Was made by the Deputy i in that Foreſt to the Surveyor General, and tranſmitted J the 
Trea ury; 


Appendix, N- 4. 


th Report, Pa. 21. 
3d Report, Pa. 33. 
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Treaſury; and it afterwards a 


other Officer; ſo that there in not even the A EALAance 
of their Proceedings. Oy na ARS aha; 


(-8,.1 


that the Deputy had acts Later i baby 
Board, fuggeſting that they might be ſupplied with Two or Three thouſand Loads out 
of One Walk only. In this Foreſt the Deputy Surveyor takes, as One of his Perquiſites, 


| 9 of all N avy Timber, which on ſuch a Quantity are of conſiderable Valor z and, 


e of this Tranſaction, the ſame Deputy had a Contract with the Navy pt 
for "ihe Carriage of the Timber from that Foreſt to Plymouth Yard ; ſo that, exc 


ſtve or his Perquilites as Deputy Surveyor, his Profits on the Contract for the 


would have increaſed in Proportion to the Quantity felled. If this great Far of 
Timber had not been prevented, and the ſame Profuſion had been ſuffered to 
continue, that * in a 2 Vean,! have e bs 4 
Waſte. | 


We ſtate this "4 which came under our own Qbloretion, merely as an inſtance of 


the Power which the Officers in this Department have to increaſe their own Emolu- | 


ments by the Fall of Navy Timber only: The Inſtances which follow will be W to 
give ſtill greater Latitude for it. | 


Warrants for Wood Sales are preceded. by a Report of hs a General, point- 
ing out where they may be made, and to what Amount. Such Orders are rarely iſſued 


but for defraying E ces in ſome of the Foreſts or Parks; and as we have ſhewn 


that there are Three Poundages, amounting to 15 per Cent. taken upon the Value of 
Woad Sales in the principal Foreſts, it is obviouſly for the Intereſt of the Surveyor 
General not ouly to prefer that Mode of raifing the Money, but even to. exceed the 
Limits preſcribed by the Warrants of the Treaſury ; and accordingly we find that 
under Fifteen Warrants, directing Wood Sales in Dean, Aliceholt and Woolmer, and 


New Foreſts, not to exceed the net 3 ol . 13145. 74. * 2 raiſed 1 
amounted to L. 20,40. 1714. 


The Circumſtance of the Deputies in ſeveral of the Foreſts "ER themſelves the 
Purchaſers of the Foreſt Timber, ſometimes in their own Names, and ſometimes by 
Agents, opens a Door to unbounded Embezzlement and Waſte, of which = gave a 


| ſtriking Example in our Report on Dean Foreſt. 


Even the ſmall Perquiſite of 4d. or 6d. per Tree to the Deputy ann ar- | 


ting out Timber for the Uſe of the Colliers in Dean Foreſt, and the other Advantages 


acifing to the Foreſt Officers from that Source, and taken Notice of in our Third 
Report, have not been without their Effect in increafing the Waſte of the Foreſt 


Timber, the Number of Trees felled for the Colliers having increaſed, between the 
Years 1781 and 1787, from 992 to 1,929 * in a Year, 


The Execution of Works carried on in the Foreſts under the Direction of the 
Surveyor General affords Opportunites for ſtill more 9 —— and oncontrouied Ad- 


vantages to the Deputies. 
When Works of this Nature become neceſſary, Directions 8 ; 


Treaſury to the Surveyor General to make an Eſtimate of the Charge of the Works, 


and to report his Opinion thereon. Thoſe Eſtimates are uſually made by the 


Deputies in the reſſ ive Foreſts, or by Perſons of their Appointment ; and the 
Works are executed by them upon ſuch Eſtimates, accounting only to the Surveyor 
General for his Poundage on the Amount. The Eſtimates are not delivered on 
Oath, nor are they previouſly examined, or the Works afterwards furveyed. by any 


of Wal 


The r though very 


antient, ſame 20 being — — — Inſtead of an An- 


nual 


TH 
nual or geriodical Account of the whole Receipts and Diſburſements of the Office; 


a ſeparafe Account is made up for each Warrant, however trifling the Sum received, 
or the Expenditure incurred; and an Allowance is made to the Auditor of C. 6 for 


Sums exceeding . 1,000, and . 4 for any leſs Sum, for ſtating each Account, and 


' £-10 to the Surveyor General for paſſing it through the Official Forms; and we have 
 feen an Inſtance of a Warrant having been iſſued which was not executed, and where 
of courſe there was nothing to be accounted for, but where, nevertheleſs, an Ac- 


count was ſtated and paſſed, and the ſame Fees charged for the different Dep. as if 
the Buſineſs had been actually performed. 


Appendix to 1 ach Re 
port, Ne 25, 


„ebe Paid ef the-Einchanias of the Sarvejbh Gindcd-inc db'Dipiias ar 


received from Individuals, the Whole are ultimately paid by the Public, and doubtleſs 
with increaſed Diſadvantage from the Mode of Payment: One of the Deputies 


expreſoly ſays, * That the Eſtimates for Works are ſo calculated, as to admit of the 


« Dedluction of the Poundage for the Surveyor General; and that an Allowance 


„ jg made to the Purchaſers at the Wood Sales, for that which is received from 
them.“ | 


Appendix to 5th Re- 
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The Manner in which the Buſineſs of this Department has been carried on, affords 


indeed numerous and ſtrong Temptations to the Increaſe of Expence, and Waſte, 


but not the ſmalleſt Inducement to the Officers to attend to the Increaſe or Pre- 1 


ſervation of the Wood and Timber. 


We have acrontingy W in our Reports on the ſeveral Foreſts, that there has 
been a great Decreaſe of the Timber in every One of them; and that though, in con- 
_ ſequence of the Proviſions in the Acts of 20 Charles II. and g and 10 William III. 
for the Increaſe and Preſervation of Timber in Dean and New Foreſts, 23, ooo 

Acres might have been ſucceſſively incloſed and planted in the one, and 24,000 in 
the other, and the Trees on that great Extent would by this Time have been of 
great Value, yet only 3,300 Acres have actually been incloſed and planted in New 
Foreſt, during the preſent Century, and only 4,000 in the Foreſt of Dean; and great 


Part of the Fences of the laſt were allowed to be deſtroyed immediately after they * 
were made, 


20 Cha. II. C. 6. 
9 & 10 W. III. C. 36. 


5th Report, Pa. 26, 
12 Report, Pa. 23. 
37 : 


5 10 che Account hich we güne given of the looſe and unguarded Manner i in which 


the Buſineſs in this Department has been carried on, we muſt add, that none of the 
Deputies or Perſons employed under the Surveyor General act upon Oath. The 

Principal is the only ſworn Officer; and as, from the Nature of the Buſineſs, and 

the widely diſperſed Situation of the Foreſts and Parks, it is not poſſible for any In- 

dividual to give perſonal Attention to the Execution of the Whole, or of any conſi- 

derable Share, of the local Buſineſs, this Conſequence neceſſarily follows, that the 

greateſt Part of it is executed by Perſons not acting on Oath, and that the Accounts 
are ſworn to by One who is very little concerned in the actual Execution of it. 


Our Obie, in this Part of « our Report, has hive to * chat the Abuſes which 
we have deſcribed were natural Conſequences of the Mode of paying the Officers, 
the Diſcontinuance of the antient Checks on their Conduct, and the Inattention of 
Government to this Part of the Public Property. Our Intention has been to prove 
the Neceſſity of a Reform, and of eſtabliſhing a ſimple and regular Syſtem of Ma- 


nagement, inſtead of the preſent looſe and improvident Proceedings; and not to cen- 
. fare the Officers, who have acted only as others, probab 


ly, would have done in the 
fame Circumſtances, and takeri Emoluments ſimilar to thoſk received by their Pre- 
deceſſors. e | 


Appendix, N* 3. 
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l2th Report, Pa. 30. 


N 31. 


Wa 


It is proper here to mention, that having underſtood that Mr. Robinſon Rad for: 
borne to take, or permit his Deputies to take, any Fees, Perquiſites, or Emoluments, 
other than the Salaries allowed by the Public, and ſuſpended his Claim for an Equi- 
valent until our Reports ſhould be conſidered, and ſome Regulations adopted, we 
requeſted him to point out what Difference there was between the Fees and Emolu- 
ments received before his Appointment, and thoſe received ſince: Mr. Robinſon's 


Anſwer, and the Returns of his Deputies, on the Subject of our Enquiry, are given 
in the Appendix. 


Though we have, in our Report on the demiſed Eſtates of the Crown, given ſome 
Account of the Forms obſerved in paſſing Crown Leaſes through the different Of- 
fices, yet we think it neceſſary here to ſtate thoſe Forms more fully, from the Anſwers 
given to our Precept by the acting Surveyor General of the Crown Lands, and in- 
ſerted in the Appendix to that —— and to add an Account of the Fees paid in 
each of thoſe Offices. 


ft. The Party deſiring to obtain a Leaſe prefers a Petition or Memorial to the 
Lords of the Treaſury. 


2d. The Petition is referred to the Surveyors General of the cen Lands, who is 


directed to report the true State and Value of the Premiſſes, with his Opinion what 
is fit to be done thereon. | 


zd. The Surveyor General reports a State of the Caſe, and the Value of the Pre- 


miſſes, with his Opinion whether it be proper to grant the . deſired, and on 
what Terms or Conditions. 


4th. If the Lords of the Treaſury approve of granting the Leaſe, and of the Terms 
3 propoſed, they iſſue a Warrant to the Surveyor General, directing him to make 
forth a Conſtat, or fend to the Auditor for a Particular, of the Premiſſes, and 
to rate the ſame, in order to the paſſing a Leaſe accordingly ; and to àAdviſe 
| ſuch Covenants, Clauſes, and Proviſoes, to be inſerted therein, as he ſhall 


think neceſſary for His Majeſty's — and are uſual in Leaſe of the like 
Nature. 


5th. The Conflat or Pale contains a Deſcription of the Eſtate to hs demiſed; 

therefore, if the Leaſe applied for be merely a Renewal of a former Leaſe 
the Surveyor General ſends a Warrant to the Auditor (in whoſe Office the 
Leaſes are inrolled) to make forth a Particular; but if the Eſtate applied 
for has not been in Leaſe before, or 1s only a Part of the Premiſſes con- 
tained in a former Leaſe, or if there be Occaſion to alter the former Deſcrip- 
tion, then the Surveyor General makes forth a Cantat, deſcribing the Premiſſes 


according to the State and Circumſtances thereof at the 1ime of granting the 
new Leaſe. 


eth. The Conſtat or Particular is rated by the Surveyor Catieral The Rate I 
tains a Specification of the Term of Years, reſerved Rent, and Fine; and the 
Covenants and Proviſoes adviſed by the Surveyor General to be inſerted in the 


Leaſe; and the Conjtat or an. and Rate are tranſmitted to the 
Treaſury. | 


7th. A Warrant 1s iſſued from the Treafury to the Clerk of the Pipe, to prepare ö 
the Leaſe to be paſſed under the Seal of the Court of Exchequer, and directir 


when a Fine 1s to be paid that a Tally or Receipt for it ſhould be n * 
the Clerk of the Pipe before the Leaſe paſſes under Seal. 


8th. A Copy of the Draft of the Leaſe, which is called the T mire, ſigned by 


the Deputy Clerk of the Pipe, is tranſmitted to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
to be ſigned by him. 
9 


9th. 


* 


„ The — is next "ou 25 the Lords of the nn and returned to 


the Pipe Office. 


- Toth. When the Fine for a Leaſe is to be paid into the Exchequer, the Clerk of the 
Pipe makes out and delivers to the Party a Debenture, ſpecifying the Sum, and 
for what, Purpoſe it is payable. The Debenture is carried to the Office of the 
Tellers of the Exchequer; and the Money being paid, a Tally is ſtruck, teſtify- 
ing the Payment, One Part of which Tally remains in the Exchequer, and the 

other is left with the Clerk of the Pipe. When a Fine is paid to the Surveyor 
General of the Woods, his Receipt for the ſame, together with the Wartant 
directing . the Payment, are entered in the Office of the Auditor of the Land 
Revenue (ior charging the Surveyor General with the Sum * and are 


afterwards produced to the Clerk of the Pipe. 


11th. The Leaſe being ingroſſed is ſigned by the Clerk of the Pipe, and tranſmit- 
ted to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who affixes to it the Exchequer Seal. 


| 12th. The Leaſe i is inrolled in the Office of the Auditor ; and 


13th. A Minute or Docquet (being a ſhort Abſtract thereof) is entered in the Of- 


fice of the Surveyor General. 


The Fees payable at the different Offices on the ſeparate Parts of theſe Proceed- 
ings, are particularized in the Accounts in the Appendix. We ſhall here only ſtate 


Appendix, Ne 6, 77 


the Amount at each Office, for what are called fng/e Fees, being the loweſt Expence 8, 9, 10, 11. 


for which my Crown Leaſe is obtained ; ; VIZ. 


- = &-. * < 
At the Treafury — — 2 — 1 6 
To the Surveyor General, when a Conſtat is made 8 
L. 13. 13s. but if a Particular  — — 1111 — 
| To the Clerk of the Pipe, and Officers in his 1 — 13 13 4 
To the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and his Secretary — 1 7 6 
To the Auditor for inrolling the Leaſe, C. 2. 2; and, when a 
Particular is made out, a farther Fee of . 2. 2. — 4 4 
Stamp Duty, per Skin — — — — 6 —— 
| 44 19 4 5 
And there is commonly charged, hd the Perſon employed to Appendix to 12th Re- 
ſolicit or paſs the Leaſe through the ſeveral Offices, a Fee of port, N* 24, 25, 26, 
Ten Guineas, and for the Petition or Memorial to the 
Treaſury One Guinea — — _ > 


L. 56 10 4 


The Fees at the Exchequer for receiving a Fine, and for the Tally, are 9 s. 6 4. 
When the Payment is made, to the Surveyor General of the Woods, the Charge 
for entering the Warrant and Receipt with the Auditor is One Guinea. 


The Expence, therefore, of a common Leaſe, ſuppoſing no. extraordinary Fees or 
Gratuities to be paid at any of the Offices, is little leſs than G. 60: But there are 
many Leaſes for which higher Fees are taken. In the Account of the Fees of the | 
Surveyor General it is ſtated that When Two or more Eſtates are comprized in appendix, N*+ 7, 
One Leaſe, and granted for different Terms, or under ſeparate Rents, double Fees, 
« or more, are charged; and the Auditors ſtate that A Manor pays double 


« Fees; and when the Parcels are diſtinct each pays ſeparately.” 


We 


Appendix, Ne 12, 13, 


2 Appendix to 12th Re- 
port, No 24, 25, 20. 


4.48 7] 
We have given in the Appendix an Account of the Fees actually paid in 


Six Inſtances of Leaſes of different Lengths and Circumſtances, granted in the Year 


1786. The Total Expence of each Leaſe, including the ordinary Charge for Agency 
or Solicitation is as follows: 


Henry Read, Eſquire, for a Slip of Ground in Park Lane 55 16 8 


Mrs. Anne Egerton, * Houſe, _ Lands near 
Windſor — 


1 2 
Robert Mackreth, Eſquire, Houſes in Jermyn Street and st. Tp 
James's Street - =" 4 4 
Sir Joſeph Banks, Baronet, the Manor of Wyberton, Lincoln- 
ſhire - - - - — 105 14 — 
W Dowſon and dthers, ſeveral Farms in the Manor of a 
Roſedale, Yorkſhire =— - - - — 162 — — 


Iſaac Dunn and others, ſeveral other Farms i in Roſedale — 202 — 6 


— — 


L. 699 15 8 


It is true that the Charge which is commonly made for ſoliciting or paſſing a 
Crown Leaſe, is not Part of the Official Expence of it; but the employing an Agent 
is rendered in ſome Degree neceſſary, by the complicated and circuitous Courſe of 


the Proceedings, and it muſt, therefore, be reckoned amongſt the Expences incident to 
the pr eſent Syſtem. 


Theſe complicated Pa being 88. to "ſow Perſons but thoſe concerned in 
them, the Leaſes are commonly ſolicited or paſſed by Perſons holding Offices 
connected with the Revenue. The acting Surveyor of the Crown Lands, the De- 
puty Auditors, and One of the Receivers, mention the Profits of ſoliciting Leaſes as 
Part of the Emoluments of their Situations : It is evident, however, that they are 
not Official Perquiſites, the Leſſee being at Liberty to tranſact the W himſelf, 
or to employ any Agent he may think proper. 


Many Years ſince, the Subject of Fees on Crown Leaſes engaged the Attention 
of the Board of Treaſury, and ſome Steps were taken with a View to remedy the Evil. 
In the Year 1724, John Pulteney, Eſquire, then newly appointed Surveyor General 
of the Crown Lands, repreſented to the Treaſury, that the great Charge of 
*« paſſing Exchequer Leaſes, made it impracticable for ſeveral Crown Tenants, whoſe 
“ Holdings were of ſmall Yearly Value, to renew their Leaſes, ſo that they con- 
« tinued their Poſſeſſions after their Terms were expired, paying only the old re- 
„ ſerved Rents, which, for the moſt Part, amounted to no more than bare Acknow- 
ledgments; whereby the Fines that might ariſe from thoſe Eſtates were loſt to the 
* Crown.” The Lords of the Treaſury directed the Subject to be enquired into; 
and appointed Mr. Pulteney, jointly with Mr. Scrope, One of their Secretaries, to 
confer with the reſt of the Officers concerned in the granting of Leaſes, and to 
_ conſider by what Means ſmall Eſtates not exceeding J. 20 per Annum might be 
leaſed, with little Charge to the Leſſees. After ſundry Meetings with the Auditors, 

the Clerk of the Pipe, and Clerk of the Leaſes, all of whom delivered in Tables of 
their Fees, Mr. Pulteney and Mr. Scrope made a Report of their Proceedings to the 
Lords of the Treaſury, in which they took Notice of various Expedients which had 
been adopted, at different Times, to leſſen the Charge of leaſing ſmall - Eſtates. 
They mentioned Two Precedents, One of a Warrant from the Treaſury, in 1692, au- 
thorizing the Auditor of Cumberland to grant Leaſes of certain Eſtates in that County; 
and the other of a Sign Manual of Queen Anne, in 1705, impowering the Auditor of 


Wales 
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Wales to grant Leaſes of Tenements in that Diviſic on, not exceeding theValae of 
50 g. per Annum. They mentioned alſo ſome Inſtances where, to ſave the Charge of 


ſeparate Leaſes, ſeveral ſmall Eſtates had been comprized in, One Leaſe ; and they con- 
chuded with obſerving, that if the Officers concerned in the paſſing of Cfown Leaſes 


ſhould take no more or other Fees for every ſuch Leaſe (though the Premiſſes might 


conſiſt of different Parcels, provided they were the ſole Property of the Leſſee) than 


what were mentioned in their reſpective Tables of Fees; and if ſuch ſmall Eſtates 
as ſeparately did not exceed the clear Yearly Value of C. 20, nor together excecded : 


L. 100 per Annum, ſhould be granted by One general Leaſe, where it might be 


practicable, they hoped that the Charge might be ſo far leſſened as * anſwer the 
Intent of their Lordfhips Order i in that Behalf. : 


We have inſerted in the Aprenkz a Copy of the Procedifidig on that Occaſion; and 


ſhall only obſerve, that on compar the Table of Fees referred to in that Report 

with a Liſt of the loweſt Fees now taken for Crown Leaſes, they appear to have been 
increaſed at every one of the Offices; the Charges which were then C. 29 being now 
raiſed to J. 38. 15, excluſive of Stamp Duty and Agency ; and that the only Regula- 
- tion propoſed in that Report, if it ever took Effect (namely that of reſtraining the 
taking of additional Fees for ſeparate Parcels comprized in One Leaſe, and belonging 

to che ſame Leſſee, and which is mentioned to have been practiſed at that Time only 


in the Offices of the Auditor, and the Pipe) has ſince been broken through, as well in 


thoſe Offices, as in that of the Treaſury | and the Surveyor General. 


According to the annexed Return from the Surveyor General's Office, the Number 
of Leaſes granted from His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Year 1786 was 712, being 
| ſomewhat more than 27 Leaſes Yearly. Of that Number, ſuch a Proportion was 


charged with Double, Triple, and higher Fees, as. made the. Amount equal 
to fingle Fees for 1,041 Leaſes ; 5 which ſome Idea ** be formed of the 


Magnitude of the Expence. 


In our Report on the demiſed Eſtates, we have ſhewn that, according to the Syſtem 


which has been followed, only One Eighth Part of the Value at which they were 
eſtimated on granting the Leaſes, is paid for in Rent, and Seven Eighth Parts of it is 


taken in Fines; that the Rent of that One Eighth Part amounted to C. 13, 662. 65. 5 d.; 
and that the Pines on the Seven Eighths, on an Average of the ſame Period, from 


1760 to 1786, had only produced J. 183,99 5. 17s. 4d. or C. 7, oy8. 6s. An- 


Annum. 


nually; the Rents and Fines e nn. to 4. 20740 125, 54. ur | 


Tf the whole Value had been paid i in Rent, the Annual Income, even mating to | the 


moderate Rate at which the Eſtates are valued, would have been Eight Times the 
Sum firſt mentioned, or V. 109, 298. 11s. 4d. being L£. 88,557. 185. 119. per Annum 


more than the Amount of the Fines and Rents which they at preſent yield. It is 


neceſlary, however, to deduct from this Sum an Allowance for Intereſt, the Fine 


being an Anticipation of what would not be ſo ſaon received in Rent; but the 


Allowance to be made on that Account we have ſhewn, in that Report “, to be, 
only £.7,722. 85. 9d. per Annum; and this being deducted from the above Sum of 
L. 88, 557. 18s. 119. leaves . 80,835. 104. 2d. which is the real Difference to the 
Crown between the Annual Value of the demiſed Eftates, as eſtimated on granting the 
preſent Leaſes, and the Sum of Rent and Fines actually received; and that Sum may 
be conſidered as Annually loſt, by the ſtrange Syſtem which has been followed in the 
Management of the demiſed Eſtates of the Crown, without reckoning any Thing 


for the additional Value at which the fates might n be — on a new 
Survey. * 


17. D It 


Appendix, Ne 16. 


Ne 17. 


12th Report, Pa. 32. 


Pa. 32. 


3 Report, Pa. 31. 


_ Exigency, it was not unwiſe or extraordinary to accept of a Fine, ſmall in 


and therefore expoſed to Riſk ; but in the 


it is contrary to the Intereſt of the Crown to grant. 8 


So SO 
Iti is true that this Syſtem is no modern Kn. but that affords no Reaſon” for” 
its being ſuffered to continue longer. | 


Plans ef Management which might be very 3 cudent in Times prior to the preſent 
Century, may be very ill adapted to the preſent D ys. 


When the common Rate of Intereſt was very high, a Money was wy RR and 
Credit low, when the Crown Lands furniſhed the chief Source of Revenue, and 
the Anticipation of the Rents was the readieſt Means of Supply in Caſes of Public 


tion to the Rent agreed upon, or, in other Words, to Giſcount Intereſt at a high Rate, 
in order to receive Ready Money, inſtead of a "Revenue which was, in Part, diſtant, 

preſent Age, when the Rate of Intereſt is 
low, when there is great Plenty of Money, and no Public Exigency requires fuch a Sa- 


crifice, the continuing to take low. Fines, * ſo have 1 
cannot be ſo well accounted for. 


The Management of the Woods and Foreſts, and that of the Crown 23 _ 


both exceedingly waſteful ; but the Cauſes of the Waſte are very different: In the 


Firſt, great Abuſes on the Part of the ſubordinate Officers, and great Extravagancs 
in the Execution of the Works carried on by them, have ariſen from Negle&, and 


Want of Checks, or any regular Syſtem of Proceeding ; but in the latter, we have 


found no Examples of Miſconduct in the ſubordinate Officers, and the great Waſte 


is in the Syſtem itſelf, Every Thing is done exactly according to the An 
given; and the Fault is in the Direction, and not in * Execution. 


The great Loſs ater from this Syſtem, we have ſhewn' to be chiefly occaſioned 


the Practice of granting Renewals of Leaſes as often as defired by thy acetone 


quently when only a ſmall Part of the Term is elapſed; and by „ 


high Rate of Fm in computing the Fines. 


The Fees for Crown Leaſes have an obvious Tendency to increaſe this Evil. It is 


for the Intereſt of the Officers who receive them to recommend frequent Renewals ; 
and in confequence of the Solicitation Fees, in particulai the Officer” becomes: the 
Agent of the Leſfee, and has a Joint Intereſt with hin 1 


The Fees are, indeed, ſo conſiderable a Barthen and Inconvenience, that the Fines 
which would be payable for Eſtates of ſmall Value are entirely exhauſted by them, and 


| remitted on that Account. There are even Examples of Eſtates being held over becauſe 


they are not of fufficient Value to bear the Expence of an Exchequer Leaſe ; and, 


according to the Rules which appear to be followed in the different Offices, this is 2 


Miſchief which, under the prefent Syſtem, muſt progreſſively increaſe. 


© Wan Eftate be divided, and To or more Leaſes granted of it, 8 of 


courſe, charged for thoſe Leaſes; but if the Parts of an Eſtate once divided, 


or any Two or more different Eſtates, ſhould be comprized in One Leaſe, the fame 
Fees would be charged for it, in ſeveral of the Offices, as for ſeparate Leaſes. 


From the Account we have given of the 'Forms obſerved in_paſſing a. 2 


Loeaſe, it appears that the Buſineſs is, at different Stages, brought Four Times beſore 


the Lords of the Treaſury, Twice before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Three 


Times through the Office f the Surveyor General of the Crown Lands, Twice 


through that of the Auditor, md Twice through the Office of the Pipe; and at each 
A ſomething is ——— CI ſeems to be material. All this In- 


| terference 


(ns ] 
| enference of great Offices, before the very ſimple Tranſaction of granting a Leafs 
fometimes of little Value, can be completed, has, on à ſuperficial View the: Ap 


pearance of much Regularity, and Care for the Publie Safety; but what we urg ne 
to ſtate will ſhew, that from the Want of any Connection or Communication 

between the Offices of the Surveyor General, the Auditor, and the Pipe, they form 
no Check on each other, and afford no Sort of Security againſt Errors in they Pro- 
. 50 

When the Fine to be paid on granting # Leaſe of any of the demiſed Land Eſtates 
is computed, the Suryeyor General makes 4 Deduchon of the Whole of the Land 
Tax actually paid for the Eſtate granted; but though it has not been unuſual for the 
Surveyor General to ſtate the Allowance of Land Tax in his Report, it has not been 
the Practice of that Officer to ſpecify, either in the Report or Rate, that the Rent to 


be reſerved ſhould be a ner Rent ; and conſequently the Officers of the Pipe, where 


the Leaſe is prepared, 25 no Knowledge that fach Deduction has been made, the 
in the Leaſe to be a net Rent, as it evidently ought to be. 


Rent reſerved is not expreſſe 
The Leaſe is inrolled with the Auditor, who puts the Rent in Charge, to be collected 
by the proper Receiver; but having no Information of the Deductions or Allowances 
made by the Surveyor General, in computing the Fines, or fixing the reſerved Rents, 


he gives no particular Inſtruction to the Receiver General concerning ſuch Rents ; and 


the Receiver, in the common Courſe of his Buſineſs, and in Conformity with the Pro- 
vifions in the Land Tax AQ, allows a Deduction of 46. in the Pound to the Payer of 


every Rent of 101. or upwards, not expreſſed in his Inſtructions from the Auditor to 


de a net Rent; and that Deduction is accordingly allowed to the Receiver on paſſing 


The Amount of the Rents of the Land Eſtates of the Crown, upon which a double 
Allowance of Land Tax is thus made, is from £.7,500 to £:8,000.; and the Loſs to 


” 


It appears, therefore, that the Buſineſs paſſing through ſo many unconnedted Offices, 
inſtead e antwering any we 


inſtead of Purpoſe, is the Cauſe of this Loſs ; for had all the dif- 
ferent Parts of the Bufihels been tratifadted by Officers acting in Conjunction, or even 
by One Officer only, Land Tax could not have been 

1 for which the managing Officer would have been reſpon- 


_ "16 thefs who have not had Occaſion to trace the Hiſtory of the Landed Property of 
the Crown from an early Period, it muſt ſeem difficult to conceive by what Means fo 


* 


extraordinary a Syſtem of Management, as that which we have deſcribed, ſhould ever 
| have been eſtabliſhed, and more particularly that it ſhould. have become worſg in 


modern Times, when ſo much Attention has been given to every other Source of 
Public Revenue. N N | PF | ho 


We have, in former Reports, pointed out Circumſtances | s, to which ſome. of the De- 
fefts in this unwiſe Syſtem may be, perhaps, juſtly imputed. DN e | 


We have ſhewn in thoſe Reports that, im former Times, the Cate and Improvement 


of the Landed Property of the Crown was thought deſerving of the Attention of Go- 
vernment, and that no Part of the Management was left to a fingle Officer. There were 
generally Two Surveyors of the Woods. and Foreſts, in Conjunckion with whom the 
Surveyor General of the Crown Lands acted, in the Bufineſs of their Department; 


and thi Officer was, himſelf; under the inunedjate guperintendanes and Controul of 


the Lords of the Treuſury: Bat at the ing of the preſent Century, when the 
=_ Part of the Eſtates had been n amd the Ciyil Lift A& of Queen 
Anne had reſtrained the Crown from farther Ahetiatioh, lefs Attention appears to 


5 | have 


e Public is 44. in the Pound on that Sum, being C. 1,500, or C. 1,600, per 


twice allowed without 


FF 36-3 


have been given to the Land Revenue. The C6-opetation of the Surveyor Generat 
of the Cron Lands in the Management of the Foreſts was diſcontinued ; and the 
Woods and Foreſts were left to the Management of a ſingle Officer, without any 


effectual Controul, as the demiſed Eſtates * * Crown were to the JON Gene- 
ral of the Crown Lands. 


This Syſtem of Management appears, therefore, not to have been the Effect of 
Contrivance or Deſign, but merely of Neglect. It is the Remainder of the antient 
Syſtem, after being deprived of all the Checks upon the Conduct of the Officers, 
which the Wiſdom of former Times had deviſed, for * their Attention to he: 
Protection and Improvement of the Property. 


The Principles which we have kept in View in forming the Plan which we are 


now, with great Deference, to propoſe for the better M . and Improvement 
of the Landed Property of the Crown, are, 


1ſt. That the Whole of that Property ſhould be under the Care of different PE 
perintending Officers, who ſhould act in Conjunction in the „ cap — 
as to form Checks on the Conduct of each other. 


2d. That the Eſtates ſhould be clearly aſcertained, fo as Ang to ſhew what 8 
the Officers to be entruſted with the Management are reſponſible for. 


za. That all Documents neceſſary to ſnew the Rights of the Crown in its Eſtates, 


or Copies of them, ſhould be collected in One Place, ns 2 e ſo 
| as to be eaſily referred to. 


Ath. That all the Fees, Perquiſites, 8 and Pune taken by the Of. 
ficers in this Department, ſhould be aboliſhed; that every Officer ſnould be 


paid by a _ yan and free from any Dedudtion ; ; and that they ſhould EE 
act 3+ 


th. That uſeleſs Offices ſhould be fuppreſied, ms uſcleſ Forms denne, 3 
and laſtly, 


6th. That Reports, ſigned by all the ſuperintending Officers, ſhould be made to 
Parliament, at ſtated Periods, in which a full Account ſhould be given of their 
Proceedings, of the Improvements made, and at what Expence. 


* carrying theſe principles into Effect, we humbly recommend that there ſhould 
be appointed Three Commiſſioners, to act as a Board, in the Direction and Super- 


intendance of the Whole of the Buſineſs relating to the. Landed "I of the 
Crown. 


The runden of the Offices of Stirveyar General re A Crown Linda: and Sur- 
veygr General of the Woods and Foreſts, would, of courſe, be transferred to that | 
Board; and to thoſe Offices ſhould be added that of a Complotier. 


The Whole of their Proceedings ſhould be under the Controul of the Lords 
of the Treafury. The ſole Power of granting Leaſes, of authorizing the cutting of 
Timber or Wood, or performing Works in the Foreſts, by which any Expence is to 
be incurred, ſhould remain veſted, as it now is, in the Board of Treatury ; but the 
previous Surveys, Examinations, Eſtimates, and Reports, on which the Orders of the 
Treaſury for any ſuch Proceeding ſhould be founded, as well as the Execution of thoſe 
Orders, ſhould be committed to the Board of Commiſſioners, inſtead of being left, as 
each ſeparate Part has hitherto been, to a ſingle Officer; and though, for the Sake of 
Regularity and Diſpatch in the Execution of the Buſineſs, it may be found neceſſary 
that each Commiſſioner ſhould - take a diſtinct Part of it, as the Object of his 


particular Attention, yet all the Members of the Board ſhould be held mutually 
reſponſible for every Part of the Buſineſs under their Care, 


4 The 


TY 

The preſent Form of Leaſes from the Crown is by Letters Patent under the Seal 
of the Court of Exchequer. The Leaſe is expreſſed to be granted by His Majefty, 
„by and with the Advice of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the reſt of the 
„ Commiſſioners of the Treaſury,” all of whom are named in every Leaſe. No 
Counterpart is executed by the Leſſee; and Objections have, on that Account, been 


made to this Form of Leaſe, Doubts being entertained whether the Leſſces are 
bound by Covenants in Leaſes which are; in Fact; not executed by them. 


Inſtead of the Mode of granting Leaſes whick has been deſcribed, we * 


humbly recommend that they ſhould be made by Indenture, between the King and 
the Leſſee; that if the Lords of the Treaſury, on conſidering the Report of the 
Commiſſioners on any Application for a Leaſe, ſhall determine that it ſhould be 
granted, a Warrant ſhould be iſſued to the Commiſſioners to prepare the ſame; and 
the Leaſe, after being ſigned by the Commiſſioners; ſhould be tranſmitted to the 
Treaſury for the Signature of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Two other 
Lords of the Treaſury, and for an Order to the proper Officer to affix the Seal of the 


Exchequer, on the Production of a Certificate from the Commiſſioners, in Caſes 


where a Fine is payable, that it has been paid. From him the Leaſe ſhould be re- 
turned to the Office of the Commiſſioners, to be delivered to the Leſſee, on his exe- 


cuting a Counterpart to remain in that Office; and the Leaſe — be inrolled with 
* proper Officer in the Court of . 


* 


As the preparing of the Leaſe, and all the previous e would be the 


Buſineſs of Perſons receiving Salaries from the Public, we would recommend that the 


taking of any Fee or Perquiſite for a Leaſe ſhould be ſtrictly prohibited; and that the 


Leſſee ſhould be put to no other cu chan that ot the Stamp * and the final | 


Inrollment of the Leaſe. 


The Tenants of the Crown have hitherto had the Liberty of insimisg their 
| Leaſes, on the ſole Condition of inrolling the Aſſignment in the Office of the Auditor, 
and entering a Minute or Docquet of it in that of the Surveyor General of Crown 

Lands. The Charge for the Inrollment is £. I. i6s. 8d. per Skin (except in the 


| Bailiwick of St. James, where it is L. 1 - 35. 4d.) and for entering a Docquet a Fee 


of a Guinea is taken. Theſe Fees, in Addition to the — .— ty Law Charges, render 
the transferring of Crown Leaſes very expenſive to the Tenants. 


It is, undoubtedly, neceſſary that thoſe who are 1 with ihe Management and 


Protection of the demiſed Eſtates of the Crown, and whoſe Duty it is to take Care that 
every Covenant in the Leaſe be fulfilled, ſhould at all Times know in whoſe Occupancy 


every Eſtate 1s. If the Practice of taking Fines ſhould be diſcontinued, and Eſtates 
ſhould be let at Rents nearly equal to their Value, it will naturally become a Queſtion 
Whether the Liberty of aſſigning without ſpecial Licence ſhould be allowed; but 


every Transference of a Leaſe, whether with or without Licence; and whether by 


Aſſignment or by Will, ſhould be entered in the Office of the Commiſſioners, and the 


Charge of thoſe Entries ſhould be limited to ſome very — Payment, in Propor- 
tion to their Length. 


This Expence ſhould be paid by the Tenant, the Transference being entirely for 
his Accommodation, and of no Advantage to the Crown ; nor is there, on the Part of 


the Crown, the ſame Objection to a Charge of this Wb as there is to the Payment 
of Fees for a Leaſe. Every Expence on the granting of a Leaſe falls upon the Crown, 


becauſe the greater that Expence is, the leſs Rent or Fine will be given for the Eftate ; | 


but, at the Time of aſſigning a Leaſe, the Rent having been previouſly aſcertained, and 
the Fine paid, the Expence falls _— upon the Tenant. 
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In the Office of thoſe Commilfioners ſhould be kept and range not only the 


Entries, Counterparts, and Aſſignments of all Leaſes, but all Surveys and other 
written Documents tending to ſhew the Rights of the Crown in any of its Eſtates, or 


Copies of them, where any Objection ariſes to the Removal of the Originals from the 


Places where they are depoſited. Diſtinct Calendars ſhould be made of thoſe Docu- 


ments, and Regiſters of all Grants containing any Remainder or Limitation in favour 
of the Crown. The Writings relative to the Eftates of the Crown are, at preſent; 
diſperſed through many different Offices of Record, and Repoſitories of Public 
Papers; and much of our Time has been taken up, and a — Dees! m- 
curred, in ſearching for them. 


Perhaps the only Argument "I the Management of Buſineſs by Means of 4 
Board, which merits much Conſideration, is that the Number of the Members has 


the Effect of leſſening, in ſome Degree, their Perſonal Reſponſibility ; and the prin- 

cipal Objection to the intruſting the Management of Buſineſs to a ſingle Officer is 
the Want of proper Checks upon his Conduct. The Plan we have propoſed, by 
which, though each Commiſſioner would take a ſeparate Part of the Buſineſs under 
his particular Care, all muſt co-operate in the Management, would, we apprehend, 


obviate thoſe Objections, unite the Advantages of both Kinds of Management, and 


provide Checks on the Conduct of the Officers, without leſſening their Reſponſibi- 
lity : The Members would not be ſo numerous as to impede Buſineſs, or create 


Confuſion. by a great Variety of Opinions, at the ſame Time that the Number 


would be ſufficient * the * of the Whole that would be under their 


| Cue. 


We e next to confider the Method of collecting the Rents of the Land Re- 
venue, and of drawing the Money out of the Hands of the Receivers; and to ſug- 


geſt ſuch Alterations in the Mode of Collection, and in the F orms of Proceeding, 


Maddox, Lord Hale, 
Chic Baron Gilbert. 


27 H. VIII. C. 27, 28. 
32 H. VIII. C. 20. 
33 H. VIII. C. 39. 

rs. Pat. 38 H. VIII. 
7 Ed. VI. C. 2. 


dered as the King's Bailiffs, a 


as, in our Opinion, would be for the Public Benefit. . 


The Revenues ariſing from the Landed Eſtates of the Crown appear, in very thy 

Times, either to have been paid into the Exchequer by the Perſons who poſſeſſed 

the Eſtates, or to have been collected by the Sheriffs of Counties, who were conſi- 
and by them accounted for to the Exchequer. 


The Revenues collected by the Sheriffs \ were of Two Kinds, the Firſt ariſing from 
the Demeſne Lands of the Crown, and the Second conſiſting of certain Rents called 


Viſcontiel Rents, with other Branches of Reyenue, which it is not neceſſary here to 


particularize, as they do not come under our Conſideration in this Report. 


In this Manner the Land Revenue appears to have been collected, until the Reign 
of Henry the VIIIth ; but when that King had ſeized the Eſtates of the Church, it 
was judged neceſſary to appoint new Officers for the Management of the vaſt Pro- 
perty he had fo ſuddenly acquired. With that View the Court of Augmentations, 
and the Court of General Surveyors, were eſtabliſhed ; and afterwards, inſtead of 
them, another Court of Augmentations : And the Sheriffs, and their Officers, were 
forbid to intermeddle with the Revenue for the Management of which thoſe Courts 


_ were inſtituted. 


The ſeveral Counties of England were divided into Twenty-one Diſtricts, and in 


| each Diſtrict a Receiver was appointed: But the far greater Part of the Eſtates ſeized 


| | | Mary, C. 10, 


by Henry the VIIIch. having been alienated before his Death, the Court of Augmen- 
tations, conſiſting of a Number of great Officers, and ſupported at great Expence, 
was deemed no longer neceſſary, and was ſoon after aboliſhed. The Receivers, how- 
ever, who were ſubordinate Officers. of the Court of General — were conti - 


nued 
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nued i thoſe Changes, and were made i for the Revenues 


which they collected, in the Exchequer, to 2 Court all the F nn. of the 
Court of 2 were transferred. 


The Land Revenue having been ſtill farther impaired in ſubſequent Reigns, the 
Number of the Receivers was gradually leſſened. Different Diſtricts were united; 
and put under the Charge of One Officer. The Auditors, who: were Seven in Num oo 
ber until the Beginning of the preſent Century, were then reduced to Three; and 12th Report, Pa. 12. 
there have been, for many Years paſt, only Thirteen Receivers for the Whale of 


England, except Monmouth, One or North Wales; ans another fot South Wales 
with Monmouth. | 


The Rents of the whole Land Revenue, except thoſe called Yiſcontiel Rents, are 
in Charge before thoſe Three Auditors, of whom One is for the Four Counties of 
Cheſter, Derby, Lincoln, and Nottingham, where the Rents received amount to about 
L. 1,942; and the Net Produce to . 1,075 ; another for all the remaining Counties 
in England, except Monmouth, in which the Rents amount to about LF. 13, 799 per 
Annum, and the Net Produce to C. 6,737; and a Third for the Principality of Wales 
with Monmouth, where the Rents amount to about. C. 6, 611, which are little more 
than ſufficient to defray the Charges upon that Diviſion. 


Rentals of the Crown Rents in the ſeveral Diviſions, as well Fee Farm as Leaſehold; | | 
are delivered by the Auditors to the reſpective Receivers; and the Rents are thus, ac- | | | 
cording to the Official Expreſſion, put in Charge, in order to be collected. 


By an A& of the 7th of Edward the Vith, the Ae of the king s Rents were 
required to account to the Auditor every Year, before the 1oth of March; and to pay 
the Sums due from them to the Treaſurers, or General Receivers, of the King's Courts | 1 
of Revenue, before the 2oth of the ſame Month. It is now, however, and for a | l 
long Time has been, the Practice for the Receivers to paſs their Accounts only Once | 
in Three Years ; but the Fees for ſtating and examining the Accounts are ſtill charged 
for every Year, and, in the mean Time; the Money collected by them is drawn out of 
their Hands, by Debentures from the Auditors, in-purſuance of Warrants from the 
Treaſury, ſpecifying the Sums, to whom payable, and for what Purpoſes. 


3 | 
7 Ed. VI. C. 1. | 
| 


At the uſual Periods the Receivers render their Accounts to the e ſtating 
what Rents they have received, what are in Arrear, and what Sums they have paid. 
Theſe Accounts are examined by the Auditors, and are made up in the uſual Official 


Form; when, being ſworn to by the Sven * are * declared before the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer: 


When the demiſed Eſtates, and Fee Farm Rents of the Crown, yielded a vicat R Re- 
venue, theſe Appointments might be neceffary, and not more than adequate to the 
Duty to be performed; but the Circumſtances now are very different: The greateſt 
Part of that Property has been granted away, and the Revenue ariſing from what re- 


mains is of ſo ſmall Amount, as by no Means to require fuch an Eſtabliſhment of 
Officers for the Collection of it. 


The Rents are at preſent collected more generally by Depuities, than by the Prin- 
cipal Receivers, and the Deputies for moſt of the Counties reſide in London. Such 
is the very general Intercourſe between every Part of England and the Capital, that 
Rents are very commonly paid there, and with more Convenience to the Payers, than 
in the Country, where they might be called to attend an Audit, held by the Re- 
ceivers at a Place diſtant from their on Habitations; and ſuch are the Powers of a 
Receiver for the Crown i in the Recovery of Rents not punctually paid, that, with 


proper 


— rye —— TT— — — 


1 þ 
proper Attention, they may e regular Payment. Mr. William Barrett, One 
of the Deputy Receivers, who has for many Vears collected the Crown Rents in 


Thirteen different Counties, and Fee Farm Rents belonging to Individuals in Thirty- 
two Counties, and Mr. Robert Gray, the Deputy Receiver of Five Counties, both reſide 


in London; and there are none of the Receivers more regular in the Tranſaction of 
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their Buſineſs, or in whoſe Collection there are fewer Arrears. The Allowances they 
have from the principal Receivers are, in general, leſs than the Amount of the 
Acquittance Fees, and the Poundage of 5 per Cent.; and we have no Doubt that they 


would willingly undertake the Collection of all the Rents Pan to the Crown 1 in 
England, for that Poundage and the Fees. 


We are therefore humbly of Opinion, chat when Vacancies ſhall nappen in the 


Offices of the ſeveral Receivers, the Number may be gradually leſſened; and the In- 
_ creaſe in the Amount of the Poundage and Acquittance Fees will make op | for the 


Loſs of the Salary. 


Or, as ; there are now in every County other Officers, namely the Receivers General 


of Land and Window Taxes, the Rents might be collected by them, with as much, 
and perhaps, in ſome Inſtances, with more — and for the ſame Allowance 


of the Poundage and Acquittance Fees. 


In either Way, the Whole of the Salaries paid t to the Receivers would be ſaved to 
the Public. 


No Part of the Land Revenas how remains in the Collection of the Sheriffs, ex- 
cept the Viſconticl Rents, which are in Charge in the Pipe; the Annual Amount of 
which, anſwered by the Sheriffs, is no more than G. 827. 115. 14 d.; and of that Sum 


a conſiderable Part is not ew as 3 by them, but paid out of their own 
Pockets. 


| Theſe Rents are accounted for in the Exchequer, with the Poſt Fines, and * | 
Revenues received by the Sheriffs. A Part of them is paid into the Exchequer under 
the Name of Proffers: The reſt is applied towards defraying the Expences of exe- 


cuting the Office, the Payment of Creation Fees to certain of the Nobility, Salaries, 


and other Charges paid by the Sheriffs. If, as it generally happens, thoſe Rents are 
inſufficient to anſwer the Diſburſements, the Surplus 1s paid to the Sheriffs out of the 


Exchequer ; but if any Balance remains in | their Hands, it is paid to the Surveyor of 
the Green Wax. 


We now recommend, what indeed has already been FOE in our Report on Fee 
Farm Rents, that ſuch of the Viſcontiel Rents as form Part of the permanent Reve- 
nue of the Crown ſhould be taken out of the Charge of the Sheriffs, and put under 


the Collection of the ſame Officers, who ſhall. be entruſted with the Receipt of the 
Rents of the other Part of the Land Revenue. 


We farther recommend that inſtead of the preſent Practice of drawing out the 
Money from the Hands of the Receivers General, by Debentures, which is liable to 
much Delay and Inconvenience, the Perſons who ſhall in future receive the Crown 
Rents ſhould paſs their Accounts of thoſe Rents Annually before the Auditor, and 
pay the Amount received, after deducting the Allowance of 5 per Cent. within a li- 
mited Time, into the Bank of England; where alſo all Fines of Leaſes, and all the 


Money ariſing from the Produce of the Foreſts, ſhould be paid, and from whence it 


may more conveniently be drawn, for any Purpoſe to which it is applicable, or be paid 
into the Exchoquet. | 
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A Duplicate of the Annual Account of each Receiver ſhould. be delivered to the 
Commuſſioners, to enable them to lay periodical Accounts of that Part of the Revenue 


before Parliament, and to inform the Treaſury, from Time to Time, of the actual 
State of it. | 


We ſhall now ſtate, as N as we can, the 1 of the Salaries, Fees, and 


Perquifites, which would be aboliſhed, in conſequence of the Alterations we have 


propoſed : 
OOTY 4. | 
Salaries, Poundages, Fees, and Perquiſites of the Surveyor Ge- 2 
neral of the Woods, about — — — 24500 — — 
Itinerant Deputy — — — — 300 — — 
General Reſident Deputy — — —1 100532 
The Salaries and Allowances received from the | | 
Public by the Surveyor General of the FL. 
Crown Lands — — * n 1 
| Fees for Crown Leaſes, and other Proceedings 
in his Office — — — — 574 18 10 | 
| — — ov 9 10 
Fees for Leaſes paid at the ſeveral Offices of the Treaſury, the 
Auditors, and Pipe, which, though received from Indivi- 
duals, are a Charge on the Revenue, and, as nearly as we 
can compute, have been Annually about — — 1,200 — — 
Annual Salaries and Payments to the Fifteen Receivers of the . 
Rents — — — — — 1,863 6 3 
. 27203 16 1 


The Articles of which this Sum is * iſſue out of different Funds. An 
| Anaual Salary of C. 100 to the Surveyor General of the Woods, and C. 1,000 to the 
Surveyor General of the Crown Lands, are paid at the Exchequer, out of the Civil 
Liſt. The Fees and Poundages of the Surveyor General of the Woods, are drawn 
from the Produce of the Navy Timber and Wood Sales, and from Monies advanced 
out of the Land Revenue to defray Expences relative to the Foreſts and Parks. 
The Fees for Leaſes are a Deduction from the Fi ines, as the Salaries of the Receivers 


are from the Annual Rents. 


There is paid back to the Public, by Taxes on the Salaries of the Surveyor General 
and Receivers, /.. 263. 18 5. which reduces the apparent Amount to . 7, 439. 18s. 1d. 
But, on the other Hand, the Loſs of J. 1, o or FL. 1,600 per Annum, which we 


have mentioned to be ſuſtained by the double Allowance of Land Tax on reſerved 
Rents, being ſolely imputable to the preſent Syſtem of Management, may be added to 
the Expence of it, and would increaſe that Amount to £.9,039. 18s. 14. 


The Fees and Advantages which would be diſcontinued, are thoſe which ariſe on 
Bufineſs which it ſeems expedient to transfer to the propoſed Board of Management, 


and ſuch as have a Tendency prejudicial to the Intereſts of the Public. Of this Kind 
are thoſe on Proceedings for Crown Leaſes, and the Fees and Poundages on the Fel- 
ling or Sale of Timber, and on Works of every Kind to be done in the Depart- 


ment of the Surveyor General of the Woods. There are alſo ſome other Fees 


taken in the Auditor's Office, which, being on a bad Principle, ought in our Opi- 
nion to be diſcontinued. Of this Kind are the Fees for filing Court Rolls of Ma- 


nors, and Rentals and Particulars of Lands, which have an obvious Tendency to 


prevent the Delivery of thoſe Rolls and Particulars ; and the Debit and Qyietus Fees 
17. F 5 | "= 
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on the reſerved Rents; which; though ſmall; are a Charge on the Tenant, and have 
a Tendency to leffen the Sum which = be offered for the Eſtate. 


As the Auditors of the Land Rgvenue | have the auditing of the Land Tax, and 
various other Public Accounts, thoſe of the Crown Rents, and as a Com- 


penſation would, we preſume, be given for ſuch Emoluments as any Officer is E 


entitled to, and would be deprived of by Regulations for the Benefit of the Public 


no immediate Advantage would ariſe to the Public from carrying the Wb 


Fees and Emoluments farther. 


If it ſhould, at any feature Time, be deemed expedient to ſubſtitute ſome other 
Mode of auditing the Accounts of Taxes and Crown Rents, in lieu of that which now 


prevails, and that the Commiſſioners for auditing of Public Accounts, or any other 
_ eſtabliſhed Office, otherwiſe paid for their Service, ſhould be entruſted with the au- 


diting of thoſe Accounts of Taxes and Rents, a farther very conſiderable Saving 


would be made in the Management of the Land Revenue. 


But as the Conſideration of the Queſtion whether ſuch a Change would be 
expedient or not forms no Part of our Duty, we have confined the Alterations 
we have ſuggeſted to what appears to us to be expedient while thoſe Offices 


If the Copyhold Eſtates in Manors belonging to the Crown ſhall be enfranchiſed, 


as we have adviſed, there will be ſtill a farther Saving from the Abolition of the Fees 
_ payable to the Stewards, on Admiſſions and Surrenders of thoſe Eſtates. Though 


the Profits of the Stewards are, in ſome Inſtances, conſiderable, the Crown derives no 


Benefit from them; and the Patronage is of little Conſequence; but the whole Ex- 
pence of thoſe Courts, and the Profits of the Stewards, are a Burthen on the Property, 


which the Tenant would, doubtleſs, have in View in treating for the Enfranchiſement, 


and would be induced, from that Confideration, to give the higher Price for it, 
_ becauſe it would free his Eſtate from that r 


The antient Forms of Proceeding which we have adviſed to be diſcontinued, we 
have, in the firſt Place, ſhewn to be looſe, complicated, and expenſive, without con- 
tributing any. Thing to the Public Security; and we perfectly concur in the Opinion 
given by Lord Hale concerning a Part of the Forms in the Offices of Revenue, that 
* the retaining the old Formalities of Proceeding, when the Nature of Things and 
Times requires a Change, is a Piece of hurtful Superſtition. ARE. 


Inſtead of all the ſeparate, unconnected Offices, under which detached Parts of the- 
Buſineſs of the Land Revenue have' been carried- on, we have recommended the In- 
ſtitution of One ſimple, connected Eſtabliſhment, in which the Officers would act in 


Conjunction. Every Part of the Management and Execution would be under One 
ſuperintending Board, which would' be reſponftble for the Whole, and would be able 


to lay clear, fimple, and general Statements, periodically, before Parliament, of the 


whole Produce of the Landed Property of the Wc the Expenditure upon it, and 


the Progreſs of the Improvement. i 


We Rh hen, that the reſent Syſtem of — of the Woods and Foreſts 
18 not only of the moſt waſteful Kind, but that it has One Defect, which, while it 
continues, leaves little Hope of Amendment. On every Change in the Office of Sur- 
veyor of the Woods which has happened during the preſent Century, the Surveyors 


General, or their Repreſentatives, have retained all the Official Books and Docu- 
ments which the Officer happened to be poſſeſſed of. Thus, all the Benefit ariſing 


from whe n been loſt; no A gra of Procecding has been ay = | 


* 
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and each new Surveyor, beginning without Information or Guide, has adopted what - 
ever Plan of Management happened to ſuit his Fancy. 


By the Syſtem which we have recommended fag. the Management of the whole 
Landed Property of the Crown, thoſe Checks o Conduct of the Officers, which 
were found to have ſuch beneficial Effects in former Times, when they acted in Con- 
junction, would be reſtored : Books, Plans, Surveys, and written Documents, of every 


Kind, would be preſerved: Such Plans of Improvement as have ſucceeded, as well as 


thoſe which have failed, would be recorded : Each new appointed Officer would profit 


from the Information which his Predeceſſors had acquired : Regularity would be 


eſtabliſhed in the Proceedings, and Uniformity in the Syſtem of Management : The 


Rights of the Crown, in every Eſtate, being once known, would not again be loſt | 


Sight of ; and Attempts would hardly be made to ſet up fuch ill- founded Claims on 
the Public Property as the Neglect and Ignorance of the Officers of the Crown have, 


on many Occaſions, ſuffered to gain Ground, and finally to be confirmed by Length 
of Poſſeſſion. 


But it may not, perhaps, be too ſanguine to expect chat Advantages of a more ge- 
To every Perſon who 


neral Kind might be derived from ſuch an Eſtabliſhment. 


conſiders the preſent State of this Country, it muſt appear obvious that the Improve- 
ments in Agriculture have not kept Pace with the Advancement in Manufactures 


and Commerce. The Population already exceeds what the Produce of the Land, in 


its preſent State of Cultivation, can ſupply ; yet great Tracts of Land fit for Tillage 
remain uncultivated, and the greater Part of what is in PERS * be brought 
to a much higher State of — 


« Of all the Ways in which a Capital can be e (ſays the Author of the 

„ Wealth of Nations) that which is employed in Agriculture is, by far, the moſt 
„ advantageous to Society: But the Advantages are not only greater, they are alſo | 

more laſting, than thoſe which ſpring from Manufactures or Commerce. Nor are 
they confined to the Improvement of the Land alone : The moſt 2 Men, as well 
as the beſt Subjects, are thoſe employed in Agriculture. 


Theſe 8888 would fem. to merit the Seton of Government. 'Some 


new Encouragement is, perhaps, neceſſary to be given to the E xtenſion of Cultivation, 
or ſome Hindrance to it to be removed. 


The Difficulty and che Expence attending the Diviſion of Lands in which there is 
any Mixture of Rights, certainly tends to impede the Improvement of Waſtes, and 
Common Field Lands. But it requires much mature Conſideration to deviſe Means 


which will be effectual * the Remedy of that Evil, nn. Goung Injuſtice to In- 


dividuals. 


Though W a in Manufactures have generally met with more Encourage- 
ment from Government than thoſe in Agriculture, they, perhaps, require it leſs. 


Smith, Vol. II. Pa. 53» 
8yo Ed. 


There are, indeed, obvious Cauſes for the Progreſs of the former being more rapid 


than that of the latter. Every Diſcovery which enables a Manufacturer to,diminiſh 
the Price, or improve the Quality, of his Manufacture, muſt be adopted by others em- 


 ployed in the ſame Branch, or they muſt loſe their Cuſtomers; but a Farmer may be 


able to continue to pay his Rent, and ſupport his Family, by following the Courſe of 
Huſbandry he has been accuſtomed to, though other Farmers may gain more by 
adopting a better Syſtem. Some of the Modes which have been followed; of cultivat- 


ing Waſtes; and improving Lands, have been extremely advantageoas; - while others 
have been attended with Loſs to the Adventurers; and though there are namerous 


Publications on Agrieulture, and ſome of great Merit, in wich thoſe different Modes 
have been deſcribed, it is not calf for . nf thoſe i in remote > IIs, 
4 = to 
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to know which may be relied on; and it cannot be expected that if the Succeſs be not 
very well authenticated, they will be induced to employ much of their Capital on 


new Props, or to relinquiſh the Courſe which they have long practiſed. 


Under a permanent Inſtitution of the Kind we have recommended, conſiſting of 


Officers whoſe chief Object would be to diſcover the beſt Means of rendering Landed 
Property valuable, and who would have the Advantage of un and extenſive Ex- 
perience in the Management of Land of every Kind, and in every Part of the Country, 


not only might the Management of the Eſtates of the Crown become, in Time, more 
perfect than is common in private Property, but Means might ſuggeſt themſelves, by 
which the Obſtructions to the Cultivation of Land, which we have mentioned, might 
be leſſened, or removed; Improvements in Agriculture, and in the Methods of raiſing 


Timber, might be diſcovered ; and the Knowledge of them diffuſed, ſo as to be of ge- 


neral ** to the — 


WE have now . the Inveliigation. in which we have been employed, and 
have preſented to the Legiſlature Seventeen Reports of our Proceedings, befides One 


Special Report to the Houle of Lords. 


In thoſe Reports we have taken Notice of various Circumſtances by which our 
Progreſs has been retarded, and our Reſearches rendered difficult and laborious. 


From the Nature of the subjects of our Enquiry, ſome of which had before been 


| little inveſtigated, and the Variety of Matter which it became neceſſary to take into 


Conſideration, our Reports: have run into great Length. To fave Trouble, therefore, 
to thoſe who may have Occaſion to refer to them, we have thought it right 
to add a full Index, in the Nature of a Th of Contents, Ay ar- 


ranged. 


From that "WR may be very eaſily found whatever Information we have "4 
able to acquire, concerning the Landed Property of the Crown in antient Times, and 


the Changes which it has undergone, the State in which we found it, the Nature of 


the Management, the Alterations we have recommended, and the [mprovement which, 
in our Opinion, may be expected from them; and alſo the Reſult of our Enquiries 
concerning the State of the Oak Timber in this Country, the Quantity required for 


Naval Purpoſes, and the Means of Supply. 


We have, indeed, faid that we would give, at the End of our Doors on the 
Management of the Land Revenue, a general View of the Meaſures we have pro- 


poſed, and the Advantages in Point of Revenue, which, in our Opinion, may be | 


derived from carrying them into Effect; and this may be done mandy 
Words. 


We have recommended that the Sale of all Rents which are tt 8 fixed, pe 
unimproveable, ſhould be continued, and the Produce of the Sale inveſted, as hath 


| hitherto been done, in the Public Funds; that the Copyhold Eſtates in Manors 


belonging to the Crown, from which very little Revenue is derived, when compared 
with the real Value, ſhould be enfranchiſed, where the Tenants may be willing 


to purchaſe the Enfranchiſement on fair Terms ; that the Manerial Rights in thoſe 


Er INES e 


L ] 


Manors where the Crown has Quit Rents, or Copyhold Lands, but no Demeſne 
Lands, mould be ſold, with the Quit Rents which are Parcel of thoſe Manors an- 


nexed to them; that where the Rights preſerved in any Foreſt are found to be of 


little Advantage to the Crown, they ſhould be fold to the Perſons. over whoſe, Eſtates 
they extend; and in order to put an End to a Mixture of Rights, which prevents the 


Land from being brought to the State of Improvement it is capable of, we have pro- 
poſed, at the fame. Time, Plans of Diviſion. and Settlement, in caſe an adequate Price 


ſhould not be offered for exonerating thoſe Eſtates from the Foreftrial Rights: The 
Price of the; Quit Rents, and of the Manerial and other Rights which may be ſold. 
to be laid out, in the Purchaſe of Freehold Land, but inveſted, in the mean Time, 
in the Public Funds, until a defirable Parchaſe.'ſhall be found. On the other Hand, 

that thoſe Foreſts in which the Crown, has preſerved any valuable Share of the Property, 


and which are conveniently ſituated, ſhould de kept, and improved, as Nurſeries for the 


Growth of Timber, to ſupply the Navy; and that the demiſed Eſtates of the Crown 
| ſhould be retained, altering, however, the Mode of Management, and taking Rent, 


and no Fines, for Lands, and for Houſes the greater Part in Rent, and Fines only for 


a ſmall Part of the eſtimated Value, on n future Leaſes. 


Theſe are the Heads of the Plans for the Diſpoſal or Improvement of the Property | 


of the Crown, which are given at large in our Reports. The Benefit to the Public 


which may be expected to reſult from them, is a Matter which, however likely 
to be very important, does not admit of being exactly aſcertained. Its Extent 


mult neceſſarily n on the future, 1 of the rr 2 the Value of 
Money. I 


If the remaining Fee Farm Rents ſhall be 1 ** Thirty 1 


being the Rate at which ſingle Rents have hitherto been ſold, the Sum of Three 


pear. 
Cent. Conſolidated Bank Annuities purchaſed with the Produce of the Sale, may be 


increaſed to about FL. 400, oo. If the Metropolis ſhall continue to increaſe, and 


ſhall be extended over any conſiderable Part of the Lands belonging to the Crown 


near to it, as it has already been over adjoining Lands not more conveniently 

ſituated, and if the Value of the Produce of Land ſhall continue as high as it has 
been of late Years, all which it ſeems reaſonable to expect, the Produce of the Foreſts 
and demiſed Eſtates of the Crown will gradually increaſe; and we think it not too 


ſanguine to ſuppoſe that the Income to be derived from the whole Property which has 
been under our Enquiry, comprehending the Crown Lands, the Forefts, and the Di- 
vidends of Stock purchaſed with the Price ** F ee Form Rents, may, nelly, riſe to 


4 400,000 per Annum. 


We have ſhewn that the Expence of incloſing and — in the Foreſts will be * 
frayed by the Sale of Trees, which muſt be removed to make Way for the 


ments propoſed; and that, beſides this Increaſe of Revenue, the Object will mY 


be attained of providing a Security — the of a Scarcity of Timber for 
| the Supply of the Navy. 


We have ſhewn alſo, that, from the Commencement of the preſent Reign, the Fee 
Farm Rents have produced a very ſmall, uncertain, and decreaſing Income; that the 
Woods, Foreſts, Parks, and Chaſes have been, upon the Whole, a/Source of Ex- 
pence; and that, inſtead of yielding any Revenue whatever to the State, all thatitþey 

have produced has been laid out upon them, and a very great Sum beſides, taken from 
the Produce of the Crown Land Revenue. In order to bring the Whole into One 
View, we now give, in the Appendix, a General Statement, comprehending the 
Produce, from 1760 to 1786, of all the Three Branches of Fee Farm Rents, Woods 
and Foreſts, and Crown Lands, from which it will appear that, deducting what has 
been expended on them, and on the Foreſts, Parks, and Chaſes, which were not under 


our Enquiry, they have yielded a clear Revenue of no more than . 6,133. 4s. 44. 


per Annum. 


17. | G From 


Appendix, N 18. 
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I Anne C. 7. 


1 
From the Nature and Value of the Landed Property of the Crown, and the little 
Benefit which appears to have been derived from it during the preſent Century from 
the waſteful Management under which it has been kept, the Claims upon it, which; 
though originally ill founded, have been eſtabliſhed,” ar are in Danger of being eſta - 
liſhed, by long Poſſeſſion, the Incroachments which have been made, the rapid De- 
creaſe of the'Timber in the Foreſts, and the Danger of an approaching Want for the 


Supply of the Navy, we apprehend no Doubt can remain that it was wile in Govern- 
ment to inſtitute the Enquiry in which we have been employed, and that a ſpeedy 


_ Reform in the Management of the Landed Property of the Crown is neceſſary. 


Whether our Endeavours, and the Reſult of them, ſtated in our Reports to the Legi- 
ſlature, have been ſuch as to anſwer the Public Object in our Appointment, it is not 
for us to judge of. We ſhall only venture to ſay that the Length of Time which has 


been ſpent in the Inveſtigation has not been a Conſequence of Remiſſneſs on our 


Part, but of Difficulties which we were not able ſooner to overcome; 2 that our 
mn have been made 1 1 or * 


In ſtating what appeared to us to be che Rights of the Crowh; we 1158 on every 


Occaſion, avoided any Suggeſtions which might give riſe to vexatious Queſtions ; and 


have propoſed amicable Modes of Settlement of every doubtful Claim; and a Sepa- 


- ration. pes the mutual Benefit of the Crown, and of Individuals, of 2 N xd Right 


vs might lead to N or impede [iprovement. 


PR the Exaniination into-the Condu& of the Officers ric with the Care of this 
Property, we have conſidered, with great Indulgence, every Practice, however perni- 


cious, which a 7 to have been of long Standing. Where Officers have merely 


received thoſe Advantages which had been taken by their Predeceſſors, we have looked 
upon it as a Conſequence of the Relaxation of Government, which ſuffered ſuch 
Abuſes to continue; and have not imputed it to Individuals, from whom a Reform 

was not to be expected. We have thrown Blame on thoſe Officers only by whom 
new Abuſes have been introduced, or former Perquiſites have been increaſed. | 


E ne great Objects of our 8 and which we bave uniformly kept in 
View, have been to ſuggeſt the Means of providing a Supply of Timber for the Navy 
of this Kingdom, by the Improvement of the Royal Forefts ; and to propoſe, ac- 
cording to the Intention of the Civil Liſt Act of Queen Anne, fuch Meaſures for 
the Increaſe of the Land Revenue of the Crown, as that the Burthen upon the 

* Eſtates of the Subject may be eaſed and leſſened, in all future Frovious to be 
« made for the Expences of the Civil Government.” 


But what relates to the Improvement of the Land Eſtate of che cen is ſo 
cloſely connected with the general Improvement of the Country, that we have been 
led into an Inveſtigation of subjects wl which perhaps, ſtrictly ſpeaking, were not 


within the Limits of our Commiſſion. Finding this unavoidable, we have given our 


Opinions with Freedom, and ſtated, as clearly as we were able, the Principles on which 


they are founded. 
Lond acc. _ CHA* MIDDLETON, (L. s.) 
Scotland Yard, | IN CALL, (L. s.) 


. March 28th, 179. oHN FORDYCE. a5 
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HE mne of Mefirs, Oliver and James Farrer, to the Commiſſioners of the 


Land Revenue, as to the Eſtabliſhment of the Office of _" General of 


2, Computation of the Average Amount of the Surveyor General's Poundage on 
| Wood Sales in Dean Foreſt, New Foreſt, and Aliceholt and Woolmer Foreſt, and 


| I 


of his Perquiſites of Chip Money in New Foreſt, and on Cord Wood in Dean Fo- 


reſt, from 1760 to 1786 — 


32 


3. Letter from John Hoſier, Eſquire, Deputy Auditor, to the — of the 


Land Revenue, relative to the ſwearing to the Accounts of the Surveyors General 


of the Woods, and the Allowance of Salaries un to — by the late 
Surveyor General — © * 


4. A State of the Sums directed to be raiſed by the Surveyors General of His Majeſty's 
Woods, by Sales of Timber and Wood in His Majeſty s Foreſts of Dean, New 


Foreſt, and Aliceholt and Woolmer Foreſt, by virtue of divers Warrants, and of 


the Sums raiſed and accounted for in purſuance thereof — — 


7 5. Letter from John Robinſon, Eſquire, Surveyor General of the Woods, to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Land Revenue; with Returns from his Deputies in the Foreſts 


relative to Fees and Perquiſites received by them — — — 
6. Fees payable at the Treaſury on Proceedings for Crown Leaſes — — 
7. D* — at the Surveyor General's Office | | = — — 
83. D* — at the Auditor's Office — — gas — 
9. D' — at the Pipe Office _ 5 8 


10. D' to che Chancellor of the Exchequer, his Secretary and Under Secretary 
11. D' at the Exchequer, for Bill Money, and Tally, for a Fine for a Crown Leaſe 
12. Fees paid at the Treaſury, in Six Inſtances of Crown Leaſes, in the Year 1786 
13. The like at the Office of the Surveyor General of the Crown Lands 
14. The like at the Office of the Auditors of the Land Revenue 

15. A State of the Fees paid at the different Offices for the ſaid Six Leaſes RA 
16. Order of the Lords of the Treaſury, for the Surveyor General and Mr. Scrope to 


conſider of a Way to paſs Crown Leaſes of ſmall Eſtates at an eaſy Expence ; with 


the Report of Mr. Pulteney and Mr. r dated * June 17245 and other 
Proceedings relative thereto 


17. A State of the Number of Crown Leaſes ** ns a Year, ** the 1ft Ja- 


nuary 1761 to 31ſt December 1786; and of the Fees received in the Surveyor 
General's Office for the Proceedings thereon — 


18. A General View of the Groſs and Net Produce, from His Majeſty s Acceſſion to the 
End of the Year 1786, of the Foreſts, Crown Lands, and Fee Farm Rents, which 
have been under the Enquiry of the Commiſſioners of the Land Revenue 
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N' 2. 


COMPUTATION of the Average Amount of the Surveyor General's Poundage 
on Wood Sales in Dean Foreſt, New Foreſt, and Aliceholt and Woolmer Foreft, and 
of his Perquiſites of Chip Money in New Foreſt, any. on * Wood in Dean e Foreſt, 


from n to 1786. 


— * — 4 


DEAN FOREST. | 3 
RE | RIES, OE | 
Wood Sales — — — 16,226 9 51 { 
Bark — — 3 1 1,236 16 35 | | 
Stakes _ — 12 4 — | 
Bark of Navy Timber — — 25,6 1 


— 


* 


| 20,125 11 2 
5 per Cent. on which is — 1,006 "Þ s 


34. per Cord on 22,430 Cords of Wood n from Navy 


Timber ON 7 6 


D* - - - on Cord Wood, value L 10,224. 13 5, nite 
on Wood Sales; which, at the Price of 65. 34 per E 
s 32,719 Cords "wn — 


| y 3 d. | | | B 

Wood Sales and Bark — 13,286 177 7 ; 

2 and Bark of N ay Timber — 7970 1 9 
21,256 19 4 | 1 


5 per Cent. os which is — 1062 ** e Uh 


Chip Money, as Quantity of Navy Timber 
is 16,379 Leads 29 Feet. Suppoſe, on an 
Average, One Tree to a Load and Half of 
Timber, the Number of Trees will be 
10,919 ; and 25. nn on that Num- 


er is — _—_. —ͤ— — — 1,091 18 — 


 ALICEHOLT and WOOLMER FOREST. 


Wood Sales inns 8 88 
9 * Barks, &c. of Naval Ticaber vi 3 706 14 5 | 
4,944 17 5 | | 


5 per Cent. on which is — | 
In 26 Years — — F. 


being per Aanauum — (. 


0 © 9 9 | 4 
— 9 
NEW FOREST. 5 7 


: 


25154 rg — 


1 


247 4 10 


—_ 


4:097 12 7 


157 12 3 


1 
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N' 3. 
Gentlemen, 


IN Comp liance with the Requeſt made in your Letter of the 25th Inſtant, I beg to inform you 
that the Accompts of the Surveyors General of the Woods have been always ſworn to by the 

Surveyor General, or by his Repreſentative in caſe of his Deceaſe ; and that the under- mentioned 

Salaries, paid by John Pitt, Eſq; deceaſed, late Surveyor General, have been allowed to his Exe- 


cutor, on paſſing his Accompts, purſuant to a Warrant for that Purpoſe from the Lords of the 
Treaſury ; viz. | | | | | | 


Meſſrs. F arrer — Deputyin London — — — L. 100 
Mr. Blunt — — d' — Dean Foreſt - * 50 
Mr. Briant — — d' — Aliccholtand | 


Woolmer, and 


30 

| | Bere Foreſts 
Mr. Capes — — D* — Whittle wood and Salcey Foteſts 25 
Mr. Clarke — — D* — Sherwood Foreſt — — 20 
Mr. Burn — — D' — Windſor Foreſt Fil ws 


A Salary of C. 50 per Ann. paid to Mr. Tombes, Deputy to the Surveyor General in New 
Foreſt, has been allowed to the Surveyor General in the Accompt of that Foreſt for many Years 
laſt paſt, I 3 oy | ” 


I am, Ls 
| Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Auditor's Office, | | JN® HOSIER, 
27th March 1793. ns 5 Dep. Aud'. 
The Commiſſioners of the Land Revenue. 
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N' 4. 


A STATE of the Sums directed to be raiſed by the Surveyors General of His 
| Majeſty' s Woods, by Sales of Timber and Wood in His Majeſty's Foreſts of 
DEAN, NEW. FOREST, and ALICEHOLT and WOOLMER 
FOREST, by virtue of the Warrants hereunder mentioned, and of the Sums raiſed 
and accounted for in purſuance thereof. 


1 


— 


Sum direfted. to Tm Bis * raiſed, 


Dates of Warrants, For what Purpoſe iſſued. ] — be raiſed. | and accounted for. 
| In DEAN FOREST. . a. "ST! 
18th October 1768. For Repairs of Roads | — — 1,477 #- 3 |. 2,062 3 11 
6th Novem” 1771. | Incloling a as a Nurſery n . | ; 
| FE Timber — Gab 4 | „077 18 of 3,564 12 91 
4 Auvguſt 1774. | Repair of Roads — — 884 15 8 1,456 16 91 
10 July 1781. Repair of Roads and Bridges — 872 14 5 306 16 3! 
22 March 1782. | Turning an old, and making a new | | | . 
| Road —_ _— — | 1,107 18 — 2,635 6 — 
: NEW FOREST. | 
| 26th July 1775. Incloſure as a Nurſery for Timber — | 1,757 10 — | 2,182 3 — 
26 March 1777. | Works and Repairs at Ironſbill | 9 | | 
| Lodge — _ _ 496 16 661 8 3 
20 Noveny 1781. | Works and Repairs at Bolderwood | 5 
„ae — — — 7 7 6 1,248 6 4 
22d March 1782. D at the King's Houſe at Lindhurſt —» $24 13 34 aT: 3 x 
22 March 1782. Divers Works and Repairs — 366 15 2 | 508 14 — 
 ALICEHOLT and WOOLMER 
FOREST. -- 
21 July 1724. Divers Works and Repairs in the 
ſaid Foreſt — — — 373 = — | A280 wo a 
5 Septem" 1728. Repairs of Lodges and Fences — 643 8 — 980 — — 
5 February 1732. | Repairs in Aliceholt _ _ 500 — — 519 15 — 
18 December 1733. Repairs in Aliceholt and Wool- | 
| . mer — — — 935 18 — 1,506 10 — 
24 May 74 Repairs in Aliceholt and Wool- | [ft | > 
— a; ee 4 „„ „ in „ 
1. 13,145 7 9 | 20,417 17 24 


J N 0 H O 8 1 FE R, 
Dep? to James Welt, Fig", Aud, 


27th Febry. 


1793. 


N' g. 
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Office of Woods, &c. 
27th February, 1793- 


Y the Incorrectneſs of the Returns which I have received from ſeveral of the Deputies and 
Agents under my Office, to the Orders I gave on your Letter to me for an Account of the 
Salaries, Fees, Perquiſites and Emoluments received by me, or any Deputy or Agent employed 
under me, in executing the Buſineſs of my Department, pointing out any Difference between 
thoſe now received, and ſuch. as were uſually taken before, or at the Time of my Appointment ; 
and the Correſpondence which has conſequently ariſen thereon ; I have been delayed tranſmitting 
to you ſuch Returns from my Deputies and Agents as I could think proper, and adapted to 
your Enquiries, until this Time :—I now ſubmit all ſuch Returns to you as I have been able to 
obtain, together with a Schedule of the Foreſts from which Returns have been made; and Re- 
marks on thoſe from which no Returns have been had. , ET | 
I am, 
With great Reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Tour moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


Gentlemen, | 


eg erg JOHN ROBINSON. 
The Commiſſioners of | 
the Land Revenue. 


SCHEDULE of Foreſts from which Returns have been received, agreeable to the Orders 
| | given by Mr. Robinſon. : 
| New Foreſt. * 
Dean Foreſt. | 
Whittlewood and Salcey Foreſts. 
Holt, Woolmer, and Bere Foreſts, 
Whichwood Foreſt. | 
Windſor Foreſt, 
Sherwood Foreſt. . 
Waltham Foreſt - No Return has been made, nor has the 
| | Old Woodward been heard of at the 
Office for a long Time, 


Mr. Cole - - Heretofore acting as Deputy Surveyor, 
has made no Anſwer or Return. 


EXTRACT of Letters from the Deputies in the reſpective Foreſts, in Anſwer to Mr. 
Robinſon's Requiſition to receive an Account of the Salaries, Fees, Perquiſites, and 
Emoluments received by them, in executing the Buſineſs of his Department, pointing 

out any Difference between thoſe now received, and ſuch as were uſually taken before 
or at the Time of his Appointment; and an Account of all Fees, Perquiſites, and 
Emoluments accounted for or paid by them to the Surveyor General of Woods. 


NEW FOREST. 


Mr. Henry Tombes.— It is not in my Power to give you any further Information reſpecting the 
Salaries, Fees, Perquiſites, and Emoluments, as your Deputy or Agent, than what I have given in 
my Examination the 17th December 1788, to which I am obliged to refer you. 


Dr. Robertſon, Greenwich Hoſpital. -Mr. Tombes having informed me that you had requeſted 
of him to make out the Foreſt Accounts, I beg Leave to acquaint you that he has been very ill, 
under my Care, and that he is not in a State of Health to do any Buſineſs, TEE 


NEW FOREST. 


Mr. Mortimer. I have not, fince my Appointment, received or taken Fee whatever, except One 
Shilling from the Purchaſers of each Lot, at the Wood and Bark Sales, for drawing a Note for the 
Payment of the Lot at the Time appointed in the Conditions of Sale; and the Salary of C. 30 per 
Annum will barely ſupport Horſes and Expences to - the Buſineſs of this Foreſt. 3 

17. | R * 
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Mr. Mortimer. have not, ſince my Appointment, taken, received, or accounted for any Fees; 
Poundage, Perquiſite, Profir, or Emolument whateyer, for the Surveyor General of Woods; being 
informed by Mr. Tombes, late Deputy Surveyor, that I was to enter every Thing to Account, and 
nor, deduct Chip Money, or any Thing elſe, as formerly. 


Mr. Mortimer. <Since my former Report, I have been informed, that Rhinefield Sands, Ald- 


ridge Hill, and-Wilverly Iocloſures, was formerly paid for looking a ut as na Repairs has 
been done, on Account of the Rabbits, s, 1 do fuppote . e 2 re — 


DEAN FOREST. 


Miles Hesel Adiag Surveyqr— No Fern or Perquiltes K. any kind: are received or taken by 
me.—1 charge 25. Gd. per Day for my Trouble attending the Pu veyor ſetting. out Tim- 
ber to be felled under every Treaſury bree Shillings per Day for attending the Fellers 
and Shippers, to prevent the Loſs of Timber and Bark 3 J. 6 d. per Day for \meaſoring Cord Wood, 
and other Offal Wood, for the Auction Sales; w By blk Fe ear amounted to C. 11. 17 5, 6 f. heft des 
which the Colliers pay me for my Trouble in delivering Beech Timber for the Uſe of their 
Works, which laſt Year amounted tp L. 10. 

Theſe are all the Allowances I have, except the uhact Salary, which I truſt you will think! is by no 
Means adequate to the Service, more eſpecially when I inform you that I am obliged to be almoſt 

every Day 1 in the Foreſt, for which no Charge is made, except in the Service above mentioned. 


Miles Harland. In Addition to my Letter reſpecting Fees, Perquiſites, & c. received and taken 
in this Foreſt, I beg to fay, that no Poundage Fee, Perquiſite, or Allowance whatever, on the Sale 
of any Wood, Timber, or Bark, or on any Works done, or on any other Matter or Thing what- 
ever, was ever received or taken by me, as a Fee due to you, nor have any Poundage, Fee, Per- 

uiſite whatever, to my Knowledge, been received or taken by any Perſon acting under you in this 
Foreſt, fince your Appointment to the Office of Surveyor General of His Majefty's F Sell. 


K. 21 « © 


Mr. Blunt.— In anſwer to your further Enquiries, refpecting Poundage, Fees, Perquiſites, and 
Payments made by me during the Time I had the Honour of acting under you as Deputy Sur- 
veyor of Dean Foreſt, I can only ſay, as I have ſaid before, that the Moment I came into Office 1 
gave up and did not receive or take any Fee or Perquiſi ites myſelf, nor did 1 ever receive or take 
any Poundage, Fee, or Perquiſite, whatever for you, which will fully appear by the under-written 
Certificate.—Since my Appointment under you, all Sales were made by Public Auftion.—Eſtimates 
of the Value of ſuch Wood and Timber, or Bark, propoſed to be fold, were made by Perſons of 
competent Judgment, and delivered on Oath to the Verderors previous to the Sale ; * in the 
Sale Book the following Certificates are entered on Oath at every Sale. | 


ov; - 


Copy on the ; Dr Side, 


T HESE are ta certify, That the ſeveral Sums hereinbeſore mentioned, 

_ amounting... ig the Whole to Two hundred and Ninety-four Pounds Two 
Shillings and Eight Pence Half-penny, were paid by me; that no Poundage, Fee, 
Perquiſite, or Emolument whatever, hath been received or taken by me, or by 
any po A Vion under nie in the Execution Nos this Services and the above is a 


rrors excepted. n 


| Sepe 29th, 2798. 4 w. THOS-BLUNT. | 
Sworn, 3. Hi Fl SF at 4 


true Accou ant, 


On the C. Side. 

Septe 25th, 1788. 
Wh wide Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, Verdefors of Dean Poreſt, do 
hereby certify, Ehat the above Sale was made in our Preſence, and the Keeper 
of che Foreft, and the 'Notoriety' thereof duly publiſhed (in Manner above de- 
ſcribed); chat the Sale of Bark and Cord Wood amounted to the Sum of Eleven 
- hundred and Sixty Pounds and ne. more, and that che Sale was in every Reſpect 
fair and open; und that after the Sale of the ſaid Bark and Cord Wood, Three 
Oak Trees, that had been unlawfully taken out of the Foreſt, and found on the 
Premiſſes of Warren Hopkins, of Brgckware, were ſold by Auction to Shchard 

Connery, the the Sum of Thien Pounds, and no more. 


4 #4 . * P 
»s 4 £ * * 
1 17 1555 2 4 f 8 0 


Rob Eaſt, 1 F | 3h, FS Ht ON 
|, George Court, Keepers. | ri 
Rich“ Bennet, 


From 
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From theſe Certificates it fully appears, that no Fees or Poundage were taken or raiſed on 
the Sales; the Mark under zo more, was meant to imply that no Poundage was raiſed, that Eleven 
hundred and Sixty Pounds was received in Pounds, not in Guineas, as uſually had been the Caſe 
in the latter Part of Mr. Pitt's Time. 
When | firſt came into Office under Mr. Pitt, there was not One Incloſtre in the whole 
2 kept up for the Grouth of young Trees; the Fences of all thoſe that had been made, and 
or which ample Salaries (as you ſtate) were paid to the Perſons you mention, to look after the 
ſame; yet fo it was that the Fences of every Incloſure were totally deſtroyed, nor were the Roads 
: through and acroſs the Foreſt in any better Condition. I compleatly repaired all the Roads, and 
the Fences of ſuch of the old Incloſures as could be moſt conveniently done, fixed the Salaries 
for the Perſons to look after them; and I have the Satisfaction of ſaying that ever ſinte I re- 


paired the Fences of the preſent Incloſures, they have been — 125 in compleat 
Repair. | 


Mr. Blunt.—1 beg Leave to actibativ yo, that I know of no Fee, Perquiſite, or Allowance, ever 
being made to Mr. Pitt, but what aroſe from Poundage, which he claimed, and directed to be 
raiſed oh the Eſtimates of all Works allowed by the Treaſury to be done in the Foreft; and on 
all Sums raiſed by Treaſury Warrants for compleating ſuch Works, the Poundage of whith, for 
the firſt Three Years I had the Honour of acting under the late Mr. Pitt (from the Treaſury 
arrant of July toth, 1781, to and including the Treaſury Warrant of June 19th, 1784) amount- 


ed to the Sum of J. 674. 13. 8 4, as will appear by the Amount of Works done, and 2 War⸗ 
rants — between thoſe Dates, viz. | 


Eſtimates of Works done C. 6,578 a5" $ 
| Raiſed by Wood Sales — — 7,915 2 8 


Poundage on | . 113,493 14 n L 674. 13. 84 


wHITTLEWOOD and SALCEY Foreſts. 


Mr. Capes. I have accounted for and Std to the late Mr. Pitt, Sorveyor General, as ſuppoſing 
Perquifites belonging to that Office, ont of Whirrlewood and Salcey Foreſts— 


To wit, 


In Whittle wood Foreſt, by Poundage of the —_— s Woodward and Purlieu-Ranger's 
Salaries, Annually, up to the Year 1787, C. 10. 2. 4; by Poundage of the Woodward Sa- 


lary in the Foreſt of Salcey, Annually, up to the Year 1787, 156. which is all the Annual 
Fees I accounted for to the Surveyor. 


1 alfo accounted to Surveyor for 124 in che Pound on Tradeſmen's Bills of Repair per⸗ 
formed 


To wit, | . . 

Tear 1767, in Whittlewood Foreſt, the Sum of — — 23 7 9 
Year 1768 — Ditto — as öͤöðW ẽ .ꝑÿĩIEüm 1 938 
Year 1776 — Ditto — — — 47 2 8 
. Jens = — —— — 8 — 33 15 1 


being fo much as was performed in Mr. Pitt's Time. 


E * 6 
1 CES alſo to Mr. Pitt for the Poundage of Bills of Repairs performed in 
Salcey Foreſt (under a Grant of Year 1782) up'to the Year * — 60 13 — 


which is all the Payment to Mr. Pitr. 


ſ In the Year 1789 1 accoujted to Mr. Robinſon 5 oundage 
In of Repairs performed in Whittlewood (being for unper- 
2 rr form Wok at the Death of Mr. Pitt) the Sum bf — L. 32 15 2 


| Robidſ6n, bor are car- Ditto in Salcey Foreſt— 7 7 
died to the Credit of J Annual Payments of Poundage of k Keeper's Woodward, and 
the Public, in forming 


he Wood Sales Ac. Purlieu-Ranger's Salaries, Whittlewood Foreſt — 10 2 4 
countof theſe Foreſts - Ditto of Wood ward's Salary, Salcey Foreſt — — — I; — 


l which is all the Payments to Mr, Robinſon. 


I accounted to Surveyor for my Salary as Deputy for Whittlewood and Salcey Foreſts Annual- 
ly £.25 

Ar 10 different Periods, to wit, Year 1 L 84 to and Year 1787, I took a Perquiſite of Poundage 
of the Offal of Naval Timber of the Purchaſers, which amounted on an Average to about J. 18 per 
Year—and again in the Year 1790 I took a like Poundage, which amounted to about /. 30 —ſince 
that Period only my Annual Salary of C. 25. 


[ alſo charge in my Accounts to Surveyor 5s. per Day for myſelf, when employed whey Tim- 
ber, &c. &c. which will appear in my Annual Accounts, 


HOLT 


4 
| 
: 
. 
* 
| 


_— — OE. “]Bͤ ·˙² 
_ 


= — — ———— — 
— 
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HOLT FOREST. 


Robert Briant, 20th February 1793.—l acquaint you that my Salary, during the late Mr. Pitt's 
Time, and as now, in your Time, is /. 30 per Annum, for looking after His Majeſty's Foreſts, 
called Holt Foreſt and Woolmer Foreſt, in the County of Hants. I have alſo had the Care of 
Bere Foreſt for upwards of 20 Years, for which I had no fixed Salary, but was always paid by 
Mr. Pitt C. 1. 1. per Day. As to any Fees, Perquiſites, and Emoluments, I never received 
any of any Kind whatever. It is not in my Power to ſtate what was accounted for to Mr, Pitt for 
the Falls of Timber. | | 2 n 


WHICHWOOD. FOREST. 


Mr. Burn, 21ſt February 1793.—l1 beg Leave to inform you, that for executing the Office 
of Deputy in Whichwood Foreſt, I am allowed 105. 6 d. per Day for myſelf, Horſe, and all Ex- 


pences, when I am ordered upon Bufineſs into that Foreſt; and that I receive no other Salary, 


Fee, Perquiſite, or Emolument whatever, for executing the Buſineſs of that Department, under 


you, in Whichwood Foreſt, having no regular Appointment for that Foreſt, but only being oc- 


caſionally employed. I beg Leave to add, that I never have taken, had, received, or accounted 
for any Fee, Perquiſite, or Emolument whatſoever, to the Surveyor General of Woods ariſing 


out of Whichwood Foreſt. 


WINDSOR FOREST. 


Mr. Burn, 21ſt February 1793.—l write to inform you, that my Salary, at the Time of your 
Appointment, was F. 30 per Annum, as my Salary and Allowance in lieu of Firewood, which is 
the preſent Salary of my Place; I have alſo an Allowance of 105. 6 d. per Day for myſelf and 
Horſe, and for all Expences when I am ordered out upon Extra Surveys of Timber, and other 
Buſineſs ; but I receive no other Fee, Perquiſite, or Emolument whatſoever for executing the 
Buſineſs of the Department under you in Windſor Foreſt, 

I had under Mr. Pitt a Salary of C. 20 per Annum, and an Allowance of Firewood, which was 


equivalent to what I now receive by your Appointment. I beg Leave to add, that I never 


have taken, had, received, or accounted for any Fee, Perquiſite, or Emolument whatſoever, to 


the Surveyor General of Woods, ariſing out of Windſor Foreſt, 


SHERWOOD FOREST. 


| Mr. Geo. Clarke. 
22d February 1793. 


_ — 


Perquiſites, ola Orders for | | * 
ſuch as Wood | Fees. | Emolu- taking down Returns.“ Salary. 
— | Timber, | 


— —_— — 8 g 4 


— „ * 
. * 


About C. 100 None, | None. | None, | None. | Six Years, | All Fees and Perquiſites due to the 
per Annum. | x lat /. 20 | Surveyor General of Woods ariſing 
1 2 Ol | | & per An- | from Lops, Tops, and Bark, during 

* num, due | Mr, Pitt's being in Office, have been 
| zothJanu- | accounted for by me; and ſince my 

ary 1793. | being in Office ſuch Fees and Per- 
| " | quiſites have amounted to the Sum 
| | e of JL. 458. 145. 2 d. — Since your 

| | | | | _ | Appointment to ſucceed him no ſuch 

Fees, &c. have accrued or been taken. 


| IN 
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N 6. 
FEES payable at the Treaſury on Proceedings for Crown Leaſcs. , 
# 2 
Reference to the Surveyor General, on a petition or Memorial for a Leaſe — 11— 
Warrant for a Conſtat or Particular cx, — — — — 2 12 6 
Warrant for Leaſe — = — — — $3 23 + © 
Tranſcript — — — — — — — 16 6 
The Fees for the Warrants and Tranſcript are ſometimes Double, 
or Triple, when a Leaſe contains Two or more ſeparate Eſtates, 
— for different Terms, and under different reſerved Rents. 
C H ARLE SL 0 N 8. 
Ne 7. 

FEES payable at the Surveyor General's Office on Proceedings for Crown Leaſes. 
Surveyor General's Report on a Petition or „ Memorial — — 5 5 — 
Making out a Conſtat e — — — 2 2 — 
Rating a Conſtat or Particular — — — — | 5 5 — 
ng — a Leaſe — — — — 11 — 

-1 
| When Two or more Eſtates are comprized in One Leaſe, and granted 
for different Terms, or under ſeparate Rents, Double Fees or more are 
4 for the W for ſuch Leaſes. 
TEN Wu HARRISON, 
? , Acting Surveyor General. 
17. LY N* 8. 
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FEES payable at the Auditor's Office, on Proceedings for Crown Leaſes. 


— 2 


| | . 
Inrolling Letters Patent, or Leaſe of Crown Lands — — — 2 2 
Mete. A Manor pays Double Fees; and when the Parcels are diſ- 
tinct, each pays — | 
7 Making out a Particular of any Lands — — 1 — 2 2 — 
Note. Double Fees are charged as We for a Leaſe. | | 


JOHN HOSIER, Dep. Aud'. 


Memorandum: —Similar Accounts were delivered in, ſigned by 


RIC HO GRAY, b. Aud. 
JOHN FENWICK, D- Aud. 


(Vide Appendix 12th Report, N* 25 A. 25 B. 25 C.) 


i Oe" y 


Neg. 
FE ES paid at the Pipe Office on Proceedings for Crown Leaſes. 


A Prot was ſent to the ww Clerk of the Pipe, for an Account of the Fees payable i in 
that Office concerning the Land Revenue; but no Return having been made thereto, the 
following Copy of a Bill, from the Pipe Office, for a Leaſe of a lingle Houſe (obtained from Mr. 
Harriſon, of the Office of Surveyor General of the Crown Lands) is given as an yongly of the 
OP payable in the Pipe Office, for Crown Leaſes, in Gy Cams.” 


Mr. HENRY HOLLAND, 


MIDDLESE * 
, [| . b 
1 | | $3 £585 6. 
Drawing Grant, and fair Copy, cagraliing Tranſeript, and exemplifiing Grant « —1 5 
Stam | — — — 6K — 
Dividend Fees _ — — — — — — 4 2 8 
Chancellor's Secretary — — — — — — I 1 — 
Treaſury Fees — — — — — — — | — 16 6 
Entering the Grant. — — — — — — 16 
Clerk — — 4 3 — — JO. * MY i 
Joining and allowing Tally _ — — — — — — 14 8 
Sealing, Parchment, Box, and Strings, &c. — — — a {ed BG 
Filing 41 and Docquerting — — — — — | —13 4 
Bag Boorer + . RR — — — — — 6 5 
£ | 21 4. 
A true ed | 
WM HARRISON. | 
[ 
Note. — The aeg Sums are paid out of the foregoing 13 
Charge. | 
Ne IS £- 4: 6&4 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and ny — — 4.61 
Treaſury Fees — — — 16 6 
The Deputy Chamberlain's Fee for 3 Joining g the Tally — — 1 — * 
— 2 5 — 
&- | 33 33 4 
| IA 
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The following BILLS are Examples of the Charges in the Pipe Office for Leaſes of different 


Lengths and Circumſtances. 
HENRY READ, Eſquire; 
MIDDLESEX. 


Drawing Grant, and fair Copy, engroſſing Tranſcript, and cnaplitying Grant — 
Stamp _ 


%%ͤ“w ũmMMmm woos ep og 
Chancellor's Secretary — 9 ow . 2 PR 
_ Treaſury Fees — — . als had 
Entering Grant — — — . TTY 
Clerk — — — — 3 8 
Sealing, Parchment, Box, and Strings — : al 4 3 
Filing Particular, and Docquetting ͤö;—; l "IT as — 
Bag Bearer — * — — _ _ 
4. 
Mrs. ANN EGERTON, 
BERKS. 
Drawing a long Grant, and fair Copy, — Tranſcripr, « and ne 
Grant — — | a 
Stamp — — — — — * 3 
Dividend Fees — — — * = = 
Chancellor's Secretary — . 4 Bhs * 
Treaſury Fees — 5b 2 _ 
Entering Grant — — — A Fd = 
Clerk —— — — — = a A: 
Sealing, Parchment, Box, and Strings — — "Sins * 
Filing Particular, and an — 5 _ 3 
Bag Bearer — — * EEE, "Ty . 
4. 
ROBERT MACK RET II, Eſquire, 
MIDDLE SE xX. 

Drawing Grant, and fair Copy, engroſſing bn and r Grant — 
Stamp — — | | — — 
Dividend Fees — 3 * 8 8 2 4 
Chancellor's Secretary — — — — 3 — 
l Treaſury Fees | — — | — * 1 RO 
Entering Grant — — — — 1 1 3 — 
Clerk q — — — * 8 
Joining and 8 Tally — 8 e _ 
Sealing, Parchment, Box, and Strings | "0 * 3 — 
Filing Particular, and — — — —— | — 
Bag Bearer — — . — 
- 4. 


1 
1 
4 2 8 
| 4 Up 
— 16 6 
| Ha 
I 1 — 
— 16 — 
_— 3.4 
— 6 6 
n 3 
| £. „ . 
17 10 — 
r 
8 5 4 
I I — 
1 1.357 
| = 16 — 
E 
22 4 
29 6 2 
| —_—_— 
|; „ . 
| 10 — 


III] a = = 2008 
LOI 
2 
| 


| wy 
. 


Sir 


CN ene — b 


_ nay wc. 
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Sir JOSEPH BAN ES, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Drawing Grant, and fair Copy, he TIER, and nd exemplifyiog Grant 


Stamps — FI 
Dividend Fees — — — — — — 
Chancellor's Secretary — — — — 2 
Treaſury Fees — — — — — mp 
Entering Grant = — — — — — 
Joining and allowing Tally — — — 2 — 
Sealing, Parchment, Box, and Strings — — — — 
Filing Particular, and — _ — a_ — 
=_ — — — — — — 


* 


Mr. WILLIAM DOWSON, and others, 
YORKSHIRE. 


Drawing a very hg and ſpecial Grant, with Fourteen Demiles, and fair Gem TYL 


groſſing Tranſcript, and 1 Grant — — 
Stamp — — — — — *. 
Dividend Fees— — — — a Sow na 
Chancellor's Secretary == — — — — — 
Entering Grant — — — — — — 
Sealing, Parchment, Box, Moe Strings — — — — 
7 — and Docquetnng — — — — 
72 


Mr. ISAAC DUNN, and others, 
YORKSUIRE.. 


1 Drawing A very long and ſpecial Grant, with Twenty Demiſes, and fair Copy, en- 


groſſing 1 and —— Grant — 


Divi * Fees — | — — — — — 
Chancellor's Secretary — — — —— — 
Treaſury Fees — — — — Wel kb 
Entering Grant — — — _ — — 
Sealing, WW Box, ad id Strings _ _ — — 
ml and | Docquerting — — — — — 


"I 


True Copies, 


GI 
+ 
© | 
QA 


Fluke. 3 
2 
& 


WM HARRISON. 


ov 


NOTE. 


V- 
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ATP BEND 1% 


en 7 
_ | 3 EY 5 
9 6 79 . ri gy 9 gr +f o — of 7 9 65 10 — — des yoro 10 ind oo dig zo aunou⁰y 
9 — 289 — Sr — 5 „*. 1 9 — 6 2 7 
N „ . _—__ — — — — — tondownny d 243 oꝛut pred 
[ 5 doulg 30 soir Buruzo 103 8 8,ureja2quiey -4andag 2y 1, 
* E 1 wt £ FH a — 91 1 — 1 1 9 91 — wy — — — $39] A4njeal n, | 
= — £ NN NN BE 3 Fe 1 1 1 — — Adaaavg pur fanbayoxyg oy zo 201 D ,Uma 
1 7 bo * 9 5: 7 
i | | 
is 1 PIE | _ . * — * 
* nen eee eee eee ee ah 
| "Ir ; | 77 BER E b 1 5 = 4.4. f 
oh end 243 32 59Bavyy zo 5[p1g eee ay3 wor $3uawieq ng ae ufo 24 L400 On 
2 0 


. 
2 
2 
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N' 10. 


A CCO UNT of the Fees and Gratuity paid to the . of the Exchequer, is 
Secretary and Under — on nn a Crown Leaſe.” N 


| Fr E to the Chanctllor and 2 on ſigning the Tranſcript — — J. 1 1 — 
Fee to the Chancellor on ſealing the Leaſe | _ — — — 6 6 


Note. Theſe Fees charged in the Clerk of the pipe s Bill 
of Fees for the Leaſe. 


Gratuity to the Under Secretary after the Leaſe is ſealed, u! ſuallß — — 1 21 


Note. This Gratuity is ſometimes. only 10 5. 6 4. where the 
Value of the Premiſſes is ſmall. 


ROBERT GRAY, 
£2d March 1793. 


3 | | N TT. 


E 'E ES * at | the r for Bill Money, and Tally for 2 Fine for a Crown 


Leale. | 
| | £ > 
I N che Office of the Tellers — Bin 3 for receiving the Fine — — — 2 6 
To the Officers ind Clerks of | . | þ- | 
the Tally Court — Ar * W 4 * * — — 6 wm 


To the Deputy Chamberlains 7 For joining or comparing - is Folly with the Foil 
on the Court's Side a, for each Rent — m 
| Note —This Account i is extracted from the Appendix to the 
Sixth Report of the Commiſſioners appointed to 
examine, take, and ſtate the Public Accounts of the 
Kingdom, N“. 44, 57, and 58. 


N' 12. 


F E E S pail at the Treaſury for the under mentioned Leaſes, paſſed in the Year 1786. 


. 8 6 JEM" e e HS, | 5 1 
| | | | 
| Reference, | Parte. Ma. Tuskeüpe 
. 8 1 5 
Henry Read, Eſq. — — J 1— 1.2 12 6 £:3 13 6⁰4.— 16 6 
Robert Mackreth, Eſq. — — 11 — 5 5 —1 7 7 — 113 — 
Mrs. Anne Egerton — — I 1 — 5 5 —1 7 7 — 113 — 
Sir Joſeph Banks — — I I — 2 12 6] '3 13 6 — 16 6 
William Dowlſon, and others — 1 71 1 — 8 nnd 7 7 113 — 
Ifaac Dunn, and others — — | 1 1 — 5 5 — 7 7— 113 — 
, 
| 
4 | 


CHARLES LONG. 


N. 13. 


4 PP EN DI X. N. 13514 15 


An ACCO N T of ihe Fees bSerived fn the Office of the Surveyor General of the 
Crown Lands, for the Leaſes under mentioned, granted in the Year 1786, 


— - * * ws — -- — — * - " a. - 


= 


\ Surveyor | | R 1 

General's Making out 9 Dorset 

Reports. Conflats, | Particulars. the Leaſes, 

e e Ci | 

Henry Read, Eſq. — W 85 5 — 2 2— 5 5 — 1 1 — 
Anne Egerton, Spinſter — — IO 10 —| 5 8 3 
Robert Mackreth, Eſq. _— — IO IO —1 4 4 cums i. 10 LO — 3 3 — 
William Dowſos, and others — 26 5 ut - — 26 5 — 4 4 — 
Iſaac Dunn, and others — — | 31 10 — . 31 105 —- 6 6— 


Nite he 2d, 4th; and th Leaſes; having paſſed by Particulars, made out by the 
Auditor, no Cenftats were made out in this Office. 


The Fifth Leaſe contains Fuurteen, and the Sixth Twenty ſeparate Demiſes, with a 
Rent reſerved on each.—The latter (which has been Twice renewed ſince 1760) 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 

is the only Inſtance of a Leaſe paying Six Fees in this — and there are 
only Fo our Inſtances of Leaſes paying Five Fees there. 3 | 
; 


WM H A R R 1s © N, 
Acting Surveyor General. 


An A 0 COUNT of the Fees received in the Offices of the Auditors of the Land Reve- 
nue, on the Proceedings for the Crown Leaſes under mentioned, granted in the Year 1786, 


Me 8 
2 


2 


| Entering War- | | 
rants and Re- | | | ; 
ceipts for Fines | Making out | Inrolling the 
paid to Survey- | Particulars. Leaſes. 
or General of | 


Woods. 


» 


4. d. 
Middleſex — Henry Read, Ela. — — — — 4 — 
_--  "Robers Mackreth, Eſq. — — | 4. 
Berks — — Ann Egerton, Sp' — — 11 — 4 4— 4 4 — 
Yorkſhire — William Dowſon, and others — $4 14 14 — 14 14 — 
1 Iſaac Dunn, and others —— | 4-8 21 — —| 21 — — 
Note, —The Two Leaſes firſt- mentioned having paſſed 
by Conſtat, no Particular was made out by the 
Auditor, 
In the 4th Leaſe there are 13 and in the laſt 
Twenty ſeparate Demiſes, with a Rent reſerved on 
each; and there ate no other Leaſes in the Diviſion 
of Mr. Auditor Welt finilar to theſe. . 
Lincoln — Sir Joſeph Banks — — — 4 $—- j 13 


7 NO H O'S IE R, Dep. to James Weſt, 
Eſq. Auditor. 


RI C * GRAY, Dep. to Henry Shelly, 
Eſq. Aud'. 


Ne 18. 


9 — or — — 2910 — vr 01. rte | g gt 55 | 2nd 1 | 2 — F 
— —ſ — — — — ä (— — = 2 
— 11 11 — 11 1 [— 111 | 10 11 | — 11 110 | — 1111 12 7 4081 2112 02 uonheꝗ e 3 x 
| | bt ES: 7 70 * 76 70¹ 401 7 21 555 Juprd 40 Juno 40 1 on 1 
| 3 pp n „ 
2 6 061 — 6 of1] — t 76 f 21 50 r 01 586 S 77 Ft; | 
— 9 95 5 J[— et — r r — 7 1 — 11 — — — — *I Jo conlpoct * 0 a0 Ang 
— — i — rr 6 8 — % — M , — r ⁊ 2 | — — — — . 90 2y2 Sui fo0mpny — ' 
——gr|——un|—-—Fxt|——g |-—yg — 9 — — — And durzg 
= -—6 kr 9 i1ff]lg ki os 61 05 g 5 oz | g 61 711 — — (31g 10 5 dupsef 50 pus e pur 1anbayo 
2 5 3 33 8 | | | * 1 30 fol It2 01 $324 pur *3d115Juea L 242 403 22g Ainjeaa I 22 | _ 
3 duieig 103 D a0 Jo an 2JeaT a 40z. ooo dig 2y1 1 $394 
— 1 1 —1 1 ” _ 12.” — — | $po0 Ag 211 Jo [eauat 10A ng 
Mo hy 3 1 9 * 0 pad 8 woulg 10 ndi225y pur sel 301191u9 0% OO $,401pny on i 
| | 19 6 — 9 6 — — Cauig oN) isn uf pied soul 10) *S91112.1, pur auoh 1119 (103 *12nbay>x7 oi 
:.:. ISI £558 7179: 6:1 [6 £ 140] 9: £ 1 — — — A1e191995 $1y pur inbsioxꝗ 2y2 Jo aoppaauryy 
_—ffr1 [—Ffi1 * 91— | —frr | —F11 9 91 — | — — _ — Aduuojur z IL S 03 — = ,q 
A oY { PET"? GIL Ja- £4 [et i [g.11f — — — — — — ar 10 weaw A—kinjvos., 
eL i „9 — 5 51 — 0 0% — O o Ss 8 — — On inen 10 hug 2y3 Ju 10% uu 10 ng 
2. — — 10. — 71 7 — 8 8 EY — > + | — — — — — — — Jejnoandeg 10% fYoupny 
ow MEE #29 4s x — 2 2 mm "> an — — wm puog 10% Jane 10 fang 
9 —$S 5 — 5 5 lg mr; —$ 5 55 o ri r — — — — aennd 10 zrquog 10 wear eee ö 
— o1 18 — 5 92 — 51 51 (— O o — 0 0 —S 85 — — — m — =  440day $,qfeaavat) On 
JJ [ot 1 <1 325] 1 | -- — —— | 1 obus 21 03 22u219jay—(Mjeatl, Y 
'Dp 7 7 %, Hr 8 7 | 'Y EF * 1 * 7 'D TI "F N 7 a 8 % 5 
| 1 t ' , $\ D 
C ͤ K — %[ö— 7 "ER 
*I[epajoy zo our q 2y2 ui SWAP 42110 [rlagyy — $1310 pur cuunq drr | | - 
"21437404 ep Jo aourgy ay ur Swarg [eiaagy — "$12410 pur tbyq ja . | „ 
*aa1ruoour'7 ut uοννν ] 3o iοο i — — urg fy urg ydajoſ ns 1 . 
1%pufM Jeau Spur pur ajfiogg atowBorg ? — nnen uuv sI | 8 
ng $,S2wef 8 pur zg uſwaaſ ui sanj,,ͤü riß —= —=— thjq *fqaryarpy ,u e . 


ur Ard vt punoaꝗ zo dijg v yo — E byꝗ pray Auf 01, 


214 £$1uno32Y ufo 8 
2y1 wog dn _ OgL1 nit 211 v1 pi 2} Iq pozur ag * $9Jed'T lr 2y2 10 0 11U912g1p I} Jr * $22, g 30 ILVIS * 


J | | '2 I . N 


AFP RND l Wn 


N' 16. 


. ORDER for the Surveyor 


General and Mr. Scrope | A FTER our hearty Commendations : Whereas we are given to | 
to conſider of a Way to | underſtand, that the great Charge of paſſing * Leaſes * 


| akes it impracticable for ſeveral Crown Tenants, whoſe Holdings 
pays nega Bay wg | oo of ſmall Yearly Value, to renew their Leaſes; fo that they caipince 
Eſtates at an eaſy Ex- : . 4 : . 
| their Poſſeſſions after their reſpective Terms are expired, paying only 
1 | their old reſerved Rents, which, for the moſt Part, amount to no more 
Than bare Acknowledgments ; whereby 4 Fines that might ariſe from thoſe Eſtates are loſt to the 
Crown: Now, to the End this Grievanct to the Subject, and Loſs to the Crown, may be reme- 
died, as in Juſtice and Reaſon we conceive ir ought to be, We do hereby order and appoint you, 
Calling to your Aſſiſtance every His Majeſty's Officers having Concern herein, or ſo many of them 
1 as you ſhall think neceſſary, to conſider, conſult, and agree, by what Means, and in what Manner, 
1ſuch ſmall Eſtates (every of which ſhall not exceed the Yearly Value of L. 20 per Ann. on the 
Rack) may be leaſed in Poſſeſſion, or in Reverſion, with little Charge to the Leſſees; and we do 
hereby charge and require all His Majeſty's ſaid Officers, or ſuch or ſo many of them as you ſhall 
think neceſſary as aforeſaid, to attend your Summons, and to be aiding and aſſiſting to you in con- 
a ſulting, adviſing, and agreeing the Means of effecting this Service, as often as you ſhall think fic to 
call on them for that Purpoſe; and you are to lay before us, in Writing, the Reſult of your Con- 
ſultations and Agreements hereupon with all convenient Speed, for our | Arg Orders therein; and 
for ſo doing this ſhall be your ſufficient Warrant. | 1 | | 


| | Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 
| 2 oth May 1724. | 


R. WALPOLE, 
| 5 23 | GEO. BAIL LIE, | | | | 
To our very loving Friends John Pulteney, Eſqr, His WILL. YONGE, 7 | 
Majeſty's Surveyor General; and John Scrope, Eſqr, GEO. DODINGTON. | 
One of the Secretaries attending this Board. , | | _ 


| Summons.—The Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury having, by Warrant, dated the 
20th of this Inſtant May, ordered and appointed us, calling to our Aſſiſtance every His Majeſty's. 


Officers having Concern in the paſſing Exchequer Leaſes of Crown Lands, &c. or ſuch or ſo many es = 
of the ſaid Officers as we ſhall think neceſſary, to conſider, conſult, and agree by what Means, and | | : 
in what Manner, ſuch ſmall Eſtates in the Premiſſes (every of which ſhall not exceed the Yearly | 


Value of FL. 20 per Ann. on the Rack) may be leaſed in Poſſeſſion, or in Reverſion, with little 

Charge to the Leſſees; and we being thereby likewiſe directed to lay before their Lordſhips, in 

Writing, the Reſult of our Conſultations and Agreements, touching the. aforeſaid Matter, with all 

convenient Speed, for their Lordſhips further Pleaſure therein, we do therefore hereby appoint you 
in that Behalf to attend us at the Surveyor General's Office, near Saint James's Palace, on Tueſday 
the ad Day of June next, at Ten o'Clock in the Forenoon. | 
St, James's, 22d May 1724. | | | 

858 | . J. PULTENEY, S. G. 


To Francis Neale, Eſqr, Deputy 
Clerk of the Pipe; 


another 
To Thomas Jett, Efq*, One of 
the Auditors of His Majeſty's 
Land Revenue; and, 


£ another 
To Sydney Godolphin, Eſq, 
One of His Majeſty's Audi- 
rors of the Land Revenue, or 

his Deputy. 


17. 


N Minute: 


Fac 


viz*. 


48 N X16 


Minutes. — ad June 1724. At a Meeting of John Pulteney, Eſq”, Surveyor General of His Ma- 
jeſty's Lands, &c. and John Scrope, Eſq", One of the Secretaries of the Treafury, with the ſeveral 
Officers concerned in paſſing Exchequer Leaſes who were ſummoned thereto. | 


PRESENT, 
John Pulteney, S. G. Ir. Aud” Godolphin's Deputy. 
John Scrope. | The Deputy Clerk of the Pipe. 
Mr. Auditor Jett, and his Deputy. | The Clerk of Exchequer Leaſes. 


The Order of the Treaſury, dated the 2oth of May laſt, relating to the Charge of paſſing 
Exchequer Leaſes, being read, and the ſaid ſeveral Officers having declared what Fees were 


| Payable in their reſpective Offices, for Exchequer Leaſes, it appeared thereby that the Charge 


of paſſing every ſuch Leaſe, of what Yearly Value ſoever the Premiſſes might be, and though 
the fame conſiſt of no more than One Parcel, nor the Leaſe of more than One Skin of Parchment, 
does amount to Thirty-one Pounds, including the Sum of Four Pounds for the Double Stamp 


Duty, 


MN. B. At the Second Meeting) | | 3 | N | 

this Part was revoked, and limited Bat if the Leaſe be of Two or more Parcels, the Auditors do 
„„ inſtead of reſpectiveſy claim a ſeveral Fee for each Parcel; or if there 
„5 be Two or more Skins of Parchment, though containing 


| | | One Parcel only, they claim a ſeveral Fee for each Skin; 
however they ſaid, that they very often moderated their reſpective Fees, according to the par- 
ticular Circumſtances of the Caſe. n | 5 N 5 72 
And the Deputy Clerk of the Pipe ſaid, that when the Leaſe contains a Grant of Two or 
more ſeveral Terms, having different Commencements, or different Determinations (which are 
diſtinct Eſtates) or when Two or more ſeveral Rents are reſerved on ſuch Leaſe, he takes a 
Double Fee for ſuch additional Term or Rent, over and above the Fee payable to him 
only. 574 2 I Ws . , | 25 ex 
In each of the other Offices (if the Premiſſes are the ſole Property of the Leſſee) no more 
than One Fee is paid for any Exchequer Leaſe, be the Parcels never ſo many, or though ſuch 


| Leafe contain ſeveral Habendums or Reddendums. 


The Order of the Treaſury, dated the 31ſt of December 1716, relating to the inrolling with 
the proper Auditor all Aſſignments of Crown Leaſes, being read; after ſame Difcourſe thereon 
(touching the Charge it occaſioned in the paſſing ſuch Leaſes) Mr. Auditor Jett ſaid, that while 
the ſame continued in Force, he was bound in Duty to obey it; but he had no Odjection to 
the revoking it, if the Lords of che Treaſury ſhall ſo pleaſe. + 

Then Two Precedents were read out of the Entries in the Surveyor General's Office, to ſhew 
in what Manner Leaſes of ſmall Eſtates belonging to the Crown had been formerly granted, 


Anno 1702.—A General Leaſe to John Latton, Eſquire, for the Tenants of His Majeſty's 
| | Manor of Richmond, in Surry. | | | | 
1716.— Another of certain ſmall Parcels in His Majeſty's Manor of Roſedale, in the 

| County of York, | | 5 | | 
And a Sign Manual of the late Queen, dated the 12th Day of Auguſt 1705, was likewiſe read, 
whereby the then Lord Treaſurer was impowered and directed to authorize and require the 
AuGitor of Wales to grant Leaſes of ſmall Eftates within that Principality, in the Manner 


therein mentioned. 


But after ſome Diſcourſe about the ſeveral foregoing Precedents, a Second Meeting was ap- 
pointed to be on Saturday next, the Sixth Inſtant, at Ten in the Forenoon ; and the ſeveral 
Officers were defired, in the mean Time, to conſider by what Means and in what Manner ſuch 
Leaſes may be granted with little Charge to the Leſſees; and the Auditors are then to deliver 
in Tables of their reſpective Fees, duly atteſted, in ſuch Manner as that which the Deputy Clerk 
of the Pipe had delivered in, | | | 


6th June 1724.—Purſuant to the Appointment above, the aforeſaid ſeveral Officers (except 
the Clerk of the Pipe) met together, and the Auditors produced Tables of their Fees; after 


which Mr. Scrope produced a Copy of a Warrant from the Treaſury, impowering the Auditor of 


Cumberland to let Leaſes to the ſeveral Tenants of the late Lord , of their reſpective 
Holdings, &c. in that County; and after ſome Diſcourſe concerning the Matters in Queſtion, 
the ſeveral Officers being aſked if they had thought of any Method for paſſing ſmall Eſtates at 
an eaſy Charge; but they had nothing to propoſe more than what had been mentioned at the 
former Meeting, other than that, if the Lords of the Treaſury ſhould think fir, they were willing 
to abate of their reſpective Fees, upon the Renewal of ſuch ſmall Eſtates. 

| 5 _ AN.NE 
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ANNE K. 


Whereas Our truſty and well-beloved Sidney Godolphio, Eſq', Auditor of Our Revenues of | 


Wales, hath by his Memorial ſer forth, that among the Leaſeholders of Our Revenue of North 
and South Wales there are ſeveral ſmall Tenements, and other Improvements, that formerly were, 
and now might be made by Cottages that are built upon Our Waſts, moſt of which Tenemenrs 
are of and under the clear Yearly Vald of Fifty Shillings, and which, as he is informed, have an- 


tiently been leaſed by the Auditor of Wales, at a ſmall Rent reſerved to the Crown, many of which 


Leaſes being long ſince expired, and the Value ſo very ſmall that the Tenants do not think it 
worth the Charge of renewing by Exchequer Leaſes, whereby We do not only looſe the antient 
Fine and reſerved Rent, but oft the ſaid Tenements and Waſts are enjoyed by the adjacent In- 
habitants as their Freeholds ; and is therefore of Opinion, that it will very much improve Our In- 
tereſt to authorize and impower the Auditor of. Our Revenues of Wales, for the Time being, to re- 
new and grant Leaſes for all ſuch ſmall Tenements and Cottages, ſo that the Annual Rent do not 
exceed Fifty Shillings, for ſuch Term or Terms of Years as ſhall be thought fir, whereby not only 
Our preſent Revenue will be encreaſed, but alſo the antient Right of the Crown ſecured: All which 
We having taken into Our Royal Conlideration, Our Will and Pleaſure is, that you forthwith iſſue 
your Warrant to the Auditor of Our Revenues of North and South Wales, now and for the Time 

being, authorifing and impowering him, from Time to Time, to renew and grant Leaſes for all 

ſuch ſmall Tenements and Cottages, where the full Annual Value thereof ſhall not exceed Fifty 
 Shillings, for ſuch Term or Terms of Years as you ſhall think fit, not exceeding in any One Caſe 


the Term of One-and-Thirty Years, and for the moſt that can be got for the ſame; in which 
Leaſes you are to direct the ſaid Auditor to inſert a Clauſe, that the ſaid Rents be made payable to 


the reſpective Receivers or Bailiffs of the Premiſſes for the Uſe of Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors; 
and that he take Care all ſuch Leaſes be duly inrolled in his Office, and that the reſerved Rents be, 
from Time to Time, delivered in Charge to the reſpective Receivers of North and South Wales, 
and ſuch other Clauſes for keeping the Premiſſes in Repair, and paying the reſerved Rents, as are 
uſual in Leaſes of the like Nature; and you are to direct the ſaid Auditor, at Michaelmas in 
cvery Year, to tranſmit to you, or to the High Treaſurer or Commiſſioners of the Treaſury for 
the Time being, to certify under his Hand of what Leaſes he ſhall have made in purſuance there- 
of in the Year preceding (to wit) of what Lands or Tenements, for what Number of Years, under 
what Rents, and to whom he hath made the ſaid Leaſes; and for fo doing this ſhall be your War- 
rant, Given at Our Court at Windſor Caſtle, the 12th Day of Auguſt 1705, in the Fourth Year of 
Our Ren. | 3 « 5 


By Her Majeſty's Command. 


| I _ GODOLPHIN. 
To Our right truſty, and well-beloved N : 
Sydney Lord Godolphin, Our High 
Treaſurer of England, and Treaſurer 
of Our Exchequer. 5 


In purſuance of her Majeſty's Pleaſure ſignified to me by the foregoing Warrant, theſe are to au- 
thorize and empower you, from Time to Time, to renew and grant es for all ſuch ſmall Tene- 
ments and Cottages as are therein mentioned, where the full Annual Value doth not exceed Fifty 
Shillings, for ſuch Term or Terms of Years as you ſhall think fir, not exceeding, in any One Caſe, 
the Term of Thirty-one Years, and for the moſt that can be got for the ſame; and you are to 

inſert in the ſaid Leaſes the ſeveral Clauſes for inrolling the ſaid Leaſes, keeping the Premiſſes in 
Repair, and paying the reſerved Rents, as are directed by her Majeſty's faid Warrant, and ſuch 


other as are uſual in Cafes of the like Nature; and you are alſo, at Michas in every Year, to 


tranſmit to me, or the High Treaſurer or Conimiſſioners of the Treaſury for the Time being, a 
Certificate under your Hand of what Leaſes you ſhall have made in the Year preceding (to wit) 
of what Lands or Tenements, for what Number of Years, under what Rents, and to whom made, 


according to her Majefty's Pleafore fignified as aforeſaid; and for ſo doing this ſhall be your 


Warrant. Whitehall Treaſury Chambers, 1 5th Auguſt 1705. 


To my very loving Friend Sidney 

_ Godolphin, Eſq , Auditor of her 
Majeſty's Revenues of North 
and 'South Wales, and to the 
Auditor thereof for the Time. 
being. 


 GODOLPHIN. 


AFTER 


Si 
Magual. 


” 2 — 
Sr 
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AFTER our hearty Commendations : Whereas it hath been repreſented unto us, that the ſeve- 
ral Perſons hereafter named, who were Tenants to the late Lord Viſcount Preſton, and had 
. Leaſes, which expired the ad of February 1690, of Part of his Eſtate in the County of Cumber- 
land (which became forſeited to their Majeſties by Reaſon of the Attainder of the ſaid Lord 
Preſton) have ſince been turned out of their Farms, Lands, or Tenements, by his Agents, be. 
cauſe of their ready Submiſſion to their Majeſties Title, and paying their reſpective Rents to the 
Crown : And whereas it is neceſſary, for their Majeſties Services, and to prevent the Lands from 
being unoccupied, that good Tenants may be continued or put in Poſſeſſion of the faid Farms or 
Lands, without being put to the great Charge and Trouble of Leaſes under the Great or Exche- 
quer Seals: Theſe are therefore to authorize and require you to enter into Contracts, or make 
Leaſes, for and on the Behalf of their Majeſties, to the reſpective Perſons hereafter named, of the 
ſeveral Farms or Tenements hereafter mentioned, and to put them into the Poſſeſſion thereof; 
ro hold the ſame of their Majeſties for the like Term of Years, at the former Rents and Ser- 
vices, to be payable to their Majeſties, and under the like Proviſoes and Covenants as were 
contained in the former reſpective Leaſes, which they reſpectively had of the Premiſſes; viz. To 
Richard Story of the Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments of Howend, the Lands 
of Chappel Town, and all that was in his former Leaſe, to Richard Grimſton the Meſſuage and 
Lands called the Field, the Mill Hill, and the Mill Town, the Kiln there, the Water Corn Mill called 
the Field Mill, at the Mill Town, and all other the Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, de- 
miſed by the former Leaſe to Stephen Grimſton his Father [and ſo of ſeveral others]; and that 
you cauſe to be inſerted in ſuch Contracts or Leaſes any new Covenants or Agreements, as you 
may think neceſſary for their Majeſties Service; and for ſo doing this ſhall be your Warrant. 
Whitehall Treaſury Chambers, January r7th 1692. | | | 
EE, | 5 | R. HAMPDEN, 
To ovr loving Friend their S. FOX, | 

Majeſties Auditor of the | C. MONTAGUE. 
County of Cumberland. W * 


* 


APP E N D I X. N. 16: 


TA B L E of Fees for paſſing Exchequer Leaſes: 


At the Treaſury. C. b. d. 
Reference to the "WEI — — — — I, — 
Warrant on the Surveyor's Report — — I 10 — 
Warrant on the Particular — — — 1 10 — 
Tranſcript of the Leaſe  — a — — 12 6 
1 Clernk— — — — | 


J. SCROPE, 6 Junii 1724. 


| 


Surveyor General. 


For every Report upon a referred Petition or Memoril 3 3 — 
For the Surveyor's Warrant to the Auditor to make forth a Par- | 

ticular — — — — — Nil. 
For rating every Particular, or making out a Conſtar, though the 

ſame conſiſt of many Parcels, or does contain different. Haben- 

dums or Reddendums (if the * s ſole 3 no more | 

is demanded or taken than | 5 5 — 


J. PULTENEY, S. G. 6 June 1724. 


| 


| 


Clerk of the Pipe. FP 
There is paid to the Clerk of the Pipe, | "Ta the Dividend Fee of every Leaſe | 
and Tranſcript — — — 
Out of which is paid to the Lords Commilioners of che Treaſury — 6 8 
To the Chancellor of the Exchequer — — — 6 8 
To the Lord Chief Baron — — — — 3 4 
To the Atrorney General — — — — — 3 4 
To the Solicitor General — — — — 3. 4 
To the Uſher of the Exchequer — — — — 4 
So that the Clerk of the Pipe has * for the Tranſcript and Leaſe 2 18 4 


3 
FRA: NEALE, Dep Clerk Pipe. 


Clerk of the Leaſes. 


Drawing, tranſcribing, Fe ingroſſing t the Sg” 3 — — 
Entering the Leaſe — — — 1ꝛ1— 
Under Clerk — — — — 10 — 


Nete.—Theſe Fees are ſometimes 9 by Length. of 
Leaſes and Number of Particulars, but in ſmall 
Proportions. 1 2 

| CHAs HORNBY. 


Auditor. 


For drawing the n Guſt on Paper, afterwards ingroſſiag 
the ſame on Parchment, and then entering of the . for 
_ each Leaſe — — — WY 


1 
For the Inrolment of every Leaſe, conſiſting of a common Skin = 1 6 $ 


As for the Inrolment of meſne Aſſignments, which very 3 
dom happens in any Place but the Bailiwick of St. James's, 
the Auditors are content to take for the Inrolment of the 
laſt * the uſual Fee of L. 1. 6. 8. per Skin. 


' THO® JET T, 6ch Junit 17 24. 


N. B.- Mr. Auditor Godolphin's Depot] delivered in exactly 
the lame Table, bur i it was not ſigned, 


* Duty — ds Ss — 


For the Exchequer Sell! — — — 
To the Chancellor's Secretary — a — FRA: 
For the Tally, and paying in the Fine — — — — 


Som Te — £ 


17. . 5 


4 16 8 


2 13 4 


* 
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May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 


IN Obedience to your Lordſhips annext Order of the 20th of May laſt, requiring us to 
conſider and report to your Lordſhips by what Means and in what Manner ſmall Eitates belong- 
ing to the Crown (every of which ſhall not exceed the Yearly Value of Twenty Pounds on the 
Rack) may be leaſed in Poſſeſſion or in Reverſion, with little Charge to the Leſſees; and im- 
powering us for that Purpoſe to call to our Aſſiſtance ſuch of His Majeſty's Officers, having Con- 
cern therein, as we ſhould think neceſſary, we have conferred with the Auditors of His Majeſty's 
Land Revenue, the Deputy Clerk of the Pipe, and the Clerk of Exchequer Leaſes, touching the 
aforeſaid Matter; and having conſidered the ſame, | 


Do humbly report, That by the Tables of Fees claimed by the reſpective Officers, as their 
antient legal Fees, payable in the ſeveral Offices through which ſuch Leaſes do paſs, it appears 


that the Charge of every Exchequer Leaſe, of how ſmall Yearly Value ſoever the Premiſſes may 
be, does amount to Thirty-one Pounds or thereabouts. 5 


Which Charge having been found a great Diſcouragement to the Crown Tenants, and others, 
in the taking Leaſes of ſmall Eſtates, in 1701 Mr. Latton, then Steward of the Manor of Rich- 
mond, in Surrey, having by virtue of a Royal Sign Manual contracted with feveral Tenants and 
others, for Leaſes of ſmall Parcels of Land or Tenements within the ſaid Manor, particular and 
diſtinct Conſtats thereof were made forth, and ſeparately rated, by the then Surveyor General, in 
order to the paſſing a general Leaſe of all thoſe ſeveral Parcels ; which Leaſe in 170: paſſed under 
the Exchequer Seal to Mr. Ayloff, the then and now Deputy Steward of the ſaid Manor, in Truft for 
and to the Uſe of the ſeveral Perſons fo contracted with for their particular and reſpective Pre- 
miſſes. And we find that in or about the Year 1717, a like general i.cate was paſſed of ſeveral 
ſmall Eſtates within His Majeſty's Manor of Roſedale, in the County cf Vork; which Manner of 
leaſing ſmall Eſtates, in Eaſe of the ſeveral Tenants, may be prafticable when the Premiſſes lie 
contiguous, or in the ſame County (as in the afore-mentioned Cafes) ; but we apprehend 'twill be 

very difficult, if not impracticable, when ſuch Eſtates lie ſcattered in different Counties: There. 
fore do think that this Way of leaſing them will not fully anſwer the Intent of your Lordſhips 
Order. Has 0 ü ND | 5 | 


We alſo find, that in 1692, the then Auditor of the County of Cumberland, may by Warrant of 


the then Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, reciting as therein is recited, and to avoid the 


Charges of Exci;cquer Leaſes (authorized and required to contract with or make Leaſes for and on 
| Behalf of their Majeſties) to the ſeveral Perſons therein named, who had been Tenants to the late 

Lord Preſton, of the ſeveral Farms or Tenements therein mentioned, and which were then veſted in 
the Crown by his Loriſhip's Attainder. 1 | 


We likewiſe find, that in 1705, the then Lord Treaſurer Godolphin did, by virtue of her then 
Majeſty's Royal Sign Manual, impower the Auditor of Wales to grant Leaſes of ſmall Tenemeats 
and Cottages within that Principality, each Eſtate or Holding not to exceed the full Yearly Value 
of Fifty Shillings ; Copies of which Sign Manual, and of the aforeſaid Treaſury Warrants, are an- 
nexed. | | _ cots - a | 


But notwithſtanding theſe laſt-mentioned Precedents, we cannot adviſe the granting Leaſes of 
any Crown Lands or Tenements whatſoever, by virtue of a Royal Sign Manual, which we conceive 
not to be warranted by the Civil Lift Act, wherein the ſeveral Ways of leafing are particularly 
pecified ; (that is to ſay) under the Great Seal, the Exchequer Seal, the Seals of the Duchy and 
County Palatine of Lancaſter, or by Copy of Court Roll. : Es 


We find that the Order of the Treaſury, dated the 31ſt of December 1716, for inrolling all Aſ- 
ſignments of Crown Leaſes with the proper Auditor (a Copy whereof is annexed) has very much 
increaſed the Charge of paſſing Exchequer Leaſes, particularly with reſpe& to the divided ſmall 
Parcels of the Bailiwick of Saint James's, great Numbers of the Under Tenants having purchaſed 
their reſpective Holdings for the Reſidue of the ſeveral and reſpective Terms, which were granted 

therein by the Crown to the late Earl of Saint Albans. I bereupon the Auditors being aſked, Whether 

that Order was of any Uſe or Benefit to His Majeſty's Land Revenue? they ſaid, That while it continued in 
Farce, it was their Duty to obey it, but gave no Reaſon for its being continued : So thar if your Lord- 
ſhips ſhall pleaſe to revoke the fame, it will very much leſſen the Charge of Crown Leales, without. 
doing any Prejudice to His Majeſty's Land Revenue; in which Cafe the Auditors propoft, that in- 
ſtead of the inrolling all meſne Aſſignments, as by that Order is required, every Tenant applying ta 
renew his Leaſe be obliged to inroll with the proper Auditor the 44ſt Aſſignment only, whereby be 
is become the Crown's immediate Tenant of the Premiſles. Ee | 


As to which, we preſume it may ſufficiently aſcertain the Tenancy, according to the Intent of the 
aforeſaid Order, if a Memorial only of ſuch laſt Aſſignment be recorded with the proper Auditor, 
containing the Day and Year of the Date, the Names and Additions of the Parties, the Deſcription 
of the Premiſſes aſſigned, the Habendum, and the Rent or Rents reſerved ; which is agreeable ro che 
Form preſcribed by the Act for the public regiſtering of Deeds, &c. of Lands in Middleſex. 5 
f N . | pon 
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Upon the Whole, if the ſaid Order for inrolling meſne Aſſignments with the reſpective Auditors 
be revoked ; if the ſeveral Officers having Concern in the paſſing Exchequer Leaſes take no more or 
other Fees for every ſuch Leaſe (though the Premiſſes ſhall conſiſt of different Parcels, ſo as the 
ſame be the ſole Property of the Leſſee) than what are mentioned in their reſpective Tables of 
Fees, herewith laid before your Lordſhips ; and if ſych ſmall Eſtates as ſeparately do not exceed the 
clear Yearly Value of Twenty Pounds, nor do together exceed One hundted Pounds per Ann. on 
the Rack, be granted by One general Leaſe, in ſuch Caſes, where it may be practicable, we hope that 
the Charge of paſſing Exchequer Leaſes, in Poſſeſſion or Reverſion, will fo far be leſſened in Eaſe of 
the Crown — as may effectually anſwer the Intent of your Lordſhips afore- mentioned Order 
in that Behalf. | Wo N | 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips Wiſdom; 


J. PULTENEY; Surv! Gen. 
J. SCROPE: 
25th June, 1724. e 


A true Copy of the Entry in the Office of His Majeſty's Surveyor General. 


W= HARTISON. 
P Acting Surveyor General. 


N* 17. 
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Ne 17. 


A STATE of the Number of Crown Leaſes granted in each Year, from the iſt of 
January 1761 to the 3iſt of Dec* 1786; and of the Fees received in the Surveyor 
General's Office for the Proceedings thereon. 


Ne of No of 

Leaſes. _ Leaſes. 

* the Year 17611 — — — 3 1774 — — — 26 
1762 — — — 29 „ 
1763 — — — 24 1776 — — — 27 
"—_— — cm 2 
830g | == : == — 40 1778 — — — 20 
1766 — — — 40 1779 — — — 27 
1767 — — — 40 1780 — — — 16 

1768 — — — 8 1781 — — — 18 
1769 — — — 13 1782 — — — 26 
1770 — — — 42 1783 — — — 6 
0770 — — — 33 70g — — _ 43 
1772 — — — 35 „ — - 
1773 — — — 36 1786 — — — 25 
Total in 26 Years — 712 


The Avant Number ren being fomerhing n more than 


|. 


The Fees received for the Proceedings on the ſaid 712 Leaſes were as follows; viz. 

for Two Leaſes Six Fees each, Seven Leaſes Five Fees, Six Leaſes Four Fees, 

39 Leaſes Three Fees, and 195 Leaſes Two Fees each, and for the remaining 

495 Leaſes Single Fees, being in the Whole __ i to Single Fees for 1041 
Leaſes, 


WM HARRISON, 
| Acting Surveyor General. 
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